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Chinese Migrant Workers Existential Mobility:

An Interview-based Study on Technical Intern Trainees

£ A =
Xiaoyin Wang

In recent years, Chinese migrant workers have shown more potential for mobility.
Although many previous studies have described the passive role of migrant work-
ers in their transnational migration, they tend to plan their movements strategically
and make it a beneficial throughout the course of their lives. It is necessary to ex-
amine this social phenomenon completely and conduct an in-depth analysis so as to
portray the reality of their migration process.

This paper examines Chinese migrant workers transnational mobilization through
a case study of Chinese technical intern trainees who went to Japan for three-year
period of training. The first section reviews the literature of the study of Chinese
technical intern trainees and transnational communities, especially Ghassan Hage's
existential mobility theory as the framework used in this study. The second section
outlines the results of the in-depth interviews conducted with eight former Chinese
technical intern trainees. Furthermore, each episode is classified. In the third sec-
tion, the characteristics of their movements using the framework of existential mo-
bility and physical mobility are analyzed. The results of the interviews revealed that
existential mobility and physical mobility can be transferred to each other by social
capital. This was the principal theoretical finding of this paper.

This study provides a new understanding of Chinese migrant workers mobility
and attempts to search for possibilities of their transnational mobilization, not only
physically but also their subjective world. The findings also predict global mobility
trends.

Keywords: technical intern trainee, transnationalism, existential mobility, social
capital, China
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1. @FU®IC

sa—nNy¥—3a voERIZEY, v, B, A, FHHC ULE Vo G - FHRO NS U A
F L a FIVEBEIEIEIC o TBY, BEO/SY — U PERILL Tw b, B TELIEHEERIMT O
FERICON, PN - ZHOBES LV ESIERTEL L) IS ho7. — T, RN EERTORE)
ELTAADPANEZ MBI —ATHD [F473—A] IZHFERTHLENRSH L, MADT A 73— 2
ERZ DL EE, MAOATERERZ 20 N2 I & Sl LB n - by - BB SUIR & DB
POEETLOICERTH L (I 2008), F72, bT Y AF T a FVERBEIERET 2 EEEEOMA
DIFAT7A—AIETHELEE, TOADPO% CHEY W UE L 2 ANEOHSERZ S H T = Fh
MY THb,

NI YRSV aFVEBEIEEZ DB, 7 ulEOHIENERNZT TR, BROMADL v b
7= REE, BRREDI 7O e I AN LEN B D, T LT, I ANMEIIBT L
Wl 7z b OFHEEMEIZE S 25720120, ZYHLASELrS L INED AL ZRZ LLENDH S
(FHIE 2010:14) o

Hrp it 28 ChE ASBEEBR AL, HEEICh o TR ANEDOHARIZHIE L7226, %) LE
O ENZ)G L — R EOINE NGB 72 & A ST EZD, M- L7 B I3 ERWICEBERAEETD
Hbo WHEREBEOINE THHINTEAEHBERBER L LTOME?S, - Hi-boI4 73—
AEGHTHIEIZED, VTV ATV a P VEBEIOZIERRIAT L2 LIIHFGTELEEILN
5o

T/, Bl AL, HEAKEERED NS AF Y a FULBENL, HPWHAORER - H
ERERIZER SN TWDED, k- /b0 H S OBENI S 2 BRI WA b BB S 2 17
LT, EBEBEEL L CORREREL BEZEOLDOIA T7IA—ADLPTED L H IZEBINIC
BRI CW20h, £72, 29 L2FBWERMTIZ, 1 L 60BEOH ) HIZED k) &
BrRIZLTWD0h. KgTlE, PEASREEFEOR O, WwHT, BEZD LIBFERE0 T4
T A= A% BT L o THLPIZT 5. ZNIZE - T, FfeEFAICET AN T v AF v 3
T ALOMGRNREAEAT LI L L, BROTA 73— A% 5T 5810 [HFAERIER] L)
BAICERTAZ EDEDNEERT.

2. FETHE & ERmRrIEEE A

21 FEAFEEZBEOEREOE(L

VA, AARICBU B PEAFREEREOEENLZILL2OoH 5, BEVHEEREEL ko748 % 5
DTV EAFREEE AL, 2013FE 2 5HBAEZ OB L EEOWM T A/ LT Twb, kB4
DOFEHC L B L, 20174E6 H R ORI T, [HAEFEY P OEE &% % Fr o E N2 2575 1721 A
THhbo 2D BRSENIYL-5THINIADFEATH Y, FOBIFIMONNF 2010774802 N %
THEY, 26 TH D, FHAEEZEEZ AL L, 20134EH 5 20164 F TO44EM, AW NEBEVHS 7
Tkt (LUF, JITCO) ASAEZIE b o - E ABREET L0 RuL, HERT 2MEmIcH Y, 2013
£ 27378850 A5 2016 4E D 1 15 7573 NIZiii» 72 %

FEAREEEAEOZILE, BENZLOICLEEELT, HBEFEEHEORMPE /- bR ENENEL
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HHBZEFHSOZLICEEL 2T R S v, BCHIL, SFEASREEEHIE X, [FRELESOF
MWaEL, —ZHM RO S Z T AN, BRE, B2 3akas BH s 281080, 4%
TR LESEANORREEFE OB LY, 2o [N )] 12%53 52 &) (JITCO 2014:1) % HHYTik
VENTDS, EBRICEZORAB L EFESBHOMEEE S HANEPIT WS, ST Ao HAR
IZBWT, HfeFEEER, ARENOFHTHLD I A<y FEHV, DT EELOEREIZ L5 ATARE
RS B 7200k b, —F, BEYHLMOREIZE 5T, HERRFEEAE, BmHBEEO D
ETHINFHAE O—REEE LTRETLZAATH L, SHI, FHREETEHHIT, HDS O R
RUIMERE L LTHEL Tnd, Thbh, PEAGERITEAILEMTE ), 55, BRE5E
HEVIOBHEAMNBEREFROOTH L, TNOHDOMIZ, WaAE bR\ WERGRLHIE & EROTERENAE L
BHELL, BV, APEOSEEORKENEBESHEFF SN TEL, L2, S ANMEEY L
fWix, BEWICHTFOARG L EEZITRL, BB LLET, HEETBEOEEYBZ BB L v
% (% 2012)

S5, HEAFEEETEONEIKECEILL TV 5, HARITHMS@E %20 ARtz
EoTWAED, HARBHFOBAED [HENGEE | O ANOSMEE, EEMICITEENICBER & #F
MEns OhEE - B4k 2018:470)% —75, WETIE, [HEBR] [HmBE] FEBR] £vw)3
BOBRT—2I2HE, 4 A Ind [RHABR] 7— 2045 L T3 5% FETEIBR:
A ENLFHRFEBEDL, ra—nN) - aroililBeno%, HOHSORBEZEHRT S L) 12
oT, MBS RBEIZH) FIFCwb, F72, HAMEICBWT, 20164E11 A2 L, 20174E11
A2 BT LTV B3R REEH B L o T, 12 Lo THME AL IEE Hl 1 AR IAY 5 S iz, FfE
FEBEDO NERFEOYEIZ S D %055 S OFEANE, #EE 2 EEICIH 2 2 8ERSE T 7T VOFEOW
DR % FEOFREE T A NEMIRE L 52 5, 16k, RH T2/ EABREEE A, RS NLKE
ST — VEN T A HARMGE] LWV W THENICEIN, FEINREIES BRI TE 2, L
L, HEEFEONELZNED CHRMOZ LE L BIC, -k boBRELTOIAS Ta—2R
M= VIR DBEEIY AN T UE R SR v, 5, FREFEOHBOEEY B 72T >~
AF T aF IV BENI B AR L BREIME IR H T A LELD S

Do kHiz, wmEAFREFEEAEICRE 221b%, [BE] OfE2I) ARTEEos261E, L
TO3RICRD, $ablh, OBEIT 2 EAROBENZEL, OB#ITL  SELH0HHOEVEN:,
@F 4 73— AIZBTHEEEOBRE, Thb, &) DLIFHBT LI, ODHEFBEOBREICH
FAHREEIEIL, TNECTTHICHIRSNTI oz, FREHETIH T TOIBRTII R, —FF
HEOIENG@BE L AR ENTE LSO TH D, £ L THEEGEORBNL2BHOS ) 2 EET S
B, B - e b OBBIO FBNERMNIERT5 2 ESUETH b,

22 HEEFFLEOIAT7I-X

FAizeZmal Lze 2n, 9, fIELEREOFHEZIRRH L C, B - EORELSHIEOR
ELZNO25500% v (1BH 2002; B3t 2016; LEABHMSAERMBE S v N7 — 78 2009; &
% 2015: 3K 2016; [HHEIASTBIEBEREE Chr b0 AR MERES 2009). Hdli - FHaE0 EEEZ
RLANMEREE L CEBEEREZ 75 L) RET, HBEEFBELZTANVREST@H L LOEHT 5
EED ) DN TS, F72, FREFEFAIH T2 MERERSANBIEITADLEIEL TV L —1, FihE
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FBIET X BT, ANESAESBE L L T b IR S N T b, IS DifZEE, JHEATHE
A PR A AE I T A MR T ANETH S HAMOME 222 X 1k, HIE - BEAOEIEN %
RIERFHMTE LI Lo L, RESFEE LT ENSNHREEEE] & [T 5 AARME]
EV ) PERIBIE SN T E 7 VAR CIRIEZ N WERIZ D BRI 2 LEDH 5,

F 7o, WA SOM B S, HEEEE A L2 AN IS L OMREY TS AHF5E T, AHE
NFZREFEF AT AR S E DO ) ZAETH Y, ML ENAHEETHL & L IFHEIN TS
(/IR 2013: 1B 2012: _B#k 2015). #efggEE AL, SLEREOTIRS R E SN TWAE—), HISG
B~ OZN WITFLEANOMA B 2 B EA R L Cnine vy ()] 2016).

EHIC, BLEIGOM RN S, WHFICBITAMEDSL Ik, HAFERDORNERL ULHEDER
EEBREOZLIC L > TSR I SN LRI N T s (@ 7o 75 40 20060 KADH
L OARFEEIIO2ODFRD T HA A= DICHEEY 5.2, MHHA A=V RI T4 7 ThLHIIEHEE
FEbmniwd (8 2007). HARTEHE, EET L7010, ARFOMHBIIME ) BEELZOIZ, —HO
WHEA: - eI A, FRUCOWTREL TBO Y, OREFEEHICHIKRZ RS 2w wnw) 2L b5
Mz h7z (35 2013).

I3, KR 28 THBREBRBAOREROATEEERLTET LA H L, EHATET
(2015) OPETIE, BEBZBOBE HIZOWT, [HRTEF LAEMTEH ] LEZ2ANTDbTRTH
D, HARBOBEREEIZOWTIE, HROMELMS CULEL SNLHARELRZ L2257, 20
L9102, BREFEREOREGOMMBIREE AL L, FHEEFEE ORI - il bzl o> TRy 2K
¥REIGBE Y, ZOBROMKICEBRELEEN LW EATREN TS, PEAFREEEAICEL T,
NE 2D %) TR S NAE A Yy b T — 2712 % - CHEZR (chain migration) A3k A H &
N2 EEHL I L-EREME (2012) OWIENRH 5 HEEFEEEIHEAOIFREICLY, Mo
B L RN EDOIIEICB VT, FHREEE L v ) lBORBRICE SN TS VT r =<V BTV —T
RRERT D EREINT VD (5 2012), F7o, JTCHEREFEEETHS O ARE #, H#YHERE 2045
LEIETO Yy h =12 ->C, HlaBEr it T2 (B 2010),

AT T L OTHD L, TOE LI, DRICHBEFEFEZZEN L HIZBWT, HAMRICE
T 5558 & L OB 7o FiREFEEAEDH O L2 E A Y N T — 7 O R EE L 25EIEH
BH, FORERNTA 7 A—=ACBWTED L) ZERE L OO THFIRR S Tw i, 4
FCOMETIE, FHEEFAE LRI LB AL L THrd 5 b DRMRO THTH 5.

REE— (2007) 1E, HEEREOLWERZILRT 272012, HREHFEEORSTA TI—A
M= Z VIR Z A S RICEECTH L LR L T b (R 2007:46). fit->C, AT, IC
FEAFREEBEESNICK LT vy Ca—flk a2 L, TEAEEEE AR, wad, HE
BLLAWRBERDO NI Y AF Y a FVARBEIE, TOBBIONELY BT 5,

23 FILRFafIv- 332171 ETFERNEE

su—nNy¥—Taro—flis LTHMERLII2=Fr—2a VEMOSHEL2ESTTH Y, BRIC
Eo TG L DFHELMBEMRT 2 I EDPRBIIEDH IR oTETVD, TNIZE ST, TEHERD,
BB VIZ— % NI EIDMEE SN D DT, A& IZFEFEN - A0 - S-S %23 28220 % 72
BZENLEOHISOMZ# 0B LTS L1275 (Castles and Miller 2011=2014: 39) .
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MY AFTaF - TIazT Al MEE [BRF7 VA F Va5 ) XA5H] I2BWT,
AR CRODPDOEIEREATERENS [T AF Y aF i 422 (transnational social
space) ] OFEFEEFEL L TERENTEL (Faist 1998), NI AFTaF - a3Ia=7413H L~
ZEHITIER L, BN, B/, BA, HHR - b Vo 2GR - ERSEE S T L LT ENS
(B 2004) o

ek, NTUAFTaF) ALGmIIBWT, BRMNF Y XF T 37 X4 (migrant transnational-
ism) WHZEAEG & 2o Tz (L - B 2016)s PTYAF a2 22714 OMW&ITHL
T, [ FTH5D T AF a7 1) XL (transnationalism from below) | &\ 9 BERHIMAR % vy T
M2 EVEEHINTEDY, [BREZOEFIZLZ2EOMOFETH R HETOEH ] (Portes et
al. 1999: 221) ASHFZEDMEFIZA - T & 726

T Y AF T aF) ALTmOWEMAE L) — ik, BRELLESETHP- LEY MO, FT Y
AF T aF ) ALwmOgEHRE [V AF v aF )AL - AF T4 =] EBHL, 2hhLaiic

JEoZ D Lo 2BIR R ML LIAT L2 LIk o T, BENLERTMEL, ZRN%
fiﬁwi Ny FLCEEZHSPICTLUREMZIRRT S (Levitt and Jaworsky 2007: Levitt and Kha-
gram 2008) o

BROMNT VAT a T VBB 2 ETT A8, WY - ERNBEZIT TR, SBMLERT
OBE) S EEZ LAMEMT SN TS, Fik LK&’EE%EE@?% TaA—=RAEWVIEIHH, BEHO
ZaT UV ARELAY T T —Th b,

NI YAF Y a FNEBEEEITIEREIEEEE, SN Y=g VMR W E & D7
7U—NU€—&57kw5ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬂ%¢%W"PT—Uﬁ%?LtFV@J@X777—ﬁL
FLIEHwSNS (Urry 2007). & - EMOES 22 288§ 2881 [7u0— Gy &, 2h
%@fﬁﬂ%ﬁfﬁl/jﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂéf:éf)blﬁffoﬂéﬁl JEE [y bT—2 OKE&) | IRz b5,

T2, T X, TR L) EEICIE, %E@#mﬁm&ﬂ@%ﬁ@kwot%otﬁﬁm

BEREVD DD, TIUIKFN R EKRT W&’E%EPJ LB ERTHY, b, Tk @ EH ]
%bel@ﬁ@%@ﬁtﬁb,$io,ﬁ%,&%,ﬁ%&k#%ﬁﬂt@T%#Wx%%?_&#
£ < H% (Urry 2007=2015: 17-19) o

(L) X WEEZRD D] 7200BEZ ML L7200, G- N—T0 [HFERUBE] Thbd, A4

SMAHSEHOR T, ZHNBE RS 5 L FEFIC, SR ZE (symbolic mobilization) &
BERL CTnbhe N—TIEABICE o TOBE 2~ WA E) (physical mobility) & AFTERmIIREE) (exis-
tential mobility) (ZX 313 % (Hage 2005=2007) T&ETE AU EI L X, BOONEDRERHT LI LR
< TAEEZBWTEZR A2 TWE] [LWHANIHEATVWS ] LW BREDOZ L ThHD, fF1Em
MRS L IR B ORI, BELWIHEFANAELZBE L CIOL)ICHHIN TV,

[HBENTWVE | [EZPIAT->T0E] [EoTwd | EWVo2SHITWHMICKBIO KT % S L
TWADIFTlEZR Vv, ZNbI, NEDOWEEN: & FERIBEIOKE &L OBEREIOEERLT
WEHDPZ B V) FSICEELYENBE L FERNBEI L O, mE LR DS
ERELHND, BEL WO WHENBENL, A4 PHEERGBEIOKR! z‘ou\ffﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁbtﬁ#
WD T, THNLDTHS (Hage 2006=2007: 42) o
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DED X1, FERNBBOBEZERT 572012, WEHNBHZHBOL L) ZETHDL, L
L, fFEmmBE) & W ENL, L3 L dxs Lz GRE 2017: 49). WHEMICH E D HEIT A2 &
127> Th, FEMNBENIZERT LI TE 5,

WP RS Bh & AR RSN L OB & s LT, FEARKHO CAELEOSIICHR L [/
BOELGATROBETLINEW) b I EB I D, [HEOEEZL] L) O,
ROFTEEZBERT 2—H, [HROEEIT{] L) nl, WHNBEIORBREERKTL20TH 5D, 1
RXNDFEBIINEZ B AZLIHELEETLDT, H5ERTHIERNBEIOFEIZ D25 &
EZHNb, TNWR, FEROEEE VHOMEE, SO FERETHHERAOHLEZ T TH S,

NI YAFYa TN T2 T A BT AEERNBEIOH ) )7k, BROEEWERIER 2 ZK
FTLEELRTFIENIY &b, AT, BRELTCOFEREILEDO NIV AF Y a FVEBED, 20
AR E D X ) B EHEZ L0 TONIIEREZ BV TRRTWL, $72, HERWBE)
i, M b OMBIBEIOS ) FIZED L) BB E RITTOPICOWT LG EIT) . A
HRICEH L2 s, HEEEBEEORHA, WHP, BEEZD LLIBERDIA 7a A% =% )L
I Z T <,

Al I 7 aBErSEEBERBEZEO I TH LHRFZEEOBE O MHTL 2 128D,
EBRBAEEOEEZRLIENTE L, VT RAF v aF ) AAOHERUHLIZBWT, Rz [T
MPHEDEFT Y AFTaFY AL IZERL, MADT A 73— AZHESWEWMRIZE->T, PS>
AF v aF VBB R RETAERZIEY) BTN TE L, EEEBABREY AT 4 OFEREL K
L7k, OREEZZMHLEL, BROXYELBLOZTANOBIROUFHIIREE 525 2 05T
&5,

3. 1 4E1-R&E

31 A 42E1—AEOHE

FEHIL 201548 A5 20174ES HIZ2T T, PEOBEES, AROWER, HEHIcBWT, HEA
WHEHE - FaeEB A8 AITH L, PSS vy Ca— Il L 2 EMHFAE L To/0 4 v 7 ¥ a—Ft
X, WIND—FEE) TROLELDOTIE R, TEALZTEMIIO - TIFEMIZEIRT 2 X )12 L
7o LT, WRE L) IEREICIET 272002, BEFROGCEMTE, FEOSEEH T oM At o
W HREBREOOREHEM LA I a—% Lz HREDTIA NV —%2EEL, K LT
&, BREEFO—<ETEREL, KAEHHTAZEET S,

LU Fa—E, BERWICHEEOEEETIT- 72705, TORICHENRLLIHELH 72, Kxt5
FHIHLT, RSy a—3dflz e ), 20k, #iEf vy va—%47) KL, dmb L
L, HEDPHERGAIZEFRPAY— N7+ 7 7 Oiaitsie 2z 8 U2t 2 M Lz —A
L720 DA F Ea—HIZE»ZDIES2EDHY), 6050 bEWEOTIIKMEIIH ) &EF5kH
DEPTF7Zb0bH b, RS EINTWEA ¥ Ea—ONFEIE, FEEPPEFETT— 7RI L
ATk, REREHREIDM L, ARECFHNLZ LD TH D,

DTFTIE, A7 Ca—1dREIconT, AEEOEZEHB L 0TS - FRgFE 25T ik o
BB ZNENRL L7120, HAORIICEHLET, [WHEE] b L3 THHMSE - HiesB L
[HigegE ] L&t d 5%
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PAODO—EDEELZ HOTWSH, BEIHFAROTTHEATLZICL S L, LT, ikt bT7—72
LT, HEANOMBEDNL A SN, 20004FEFICA > TS, BEIZKRWT, HARNEREICH
LEMEDIRL o TE Iz BN LEEB L 21000 \EEOHNMEHR X FEHE 2N TB Y, EEBR
WZIEFEIZ3D2DON— b5 &) WAICTEET 2HEEOBEA Yy b T — 7 RFRBAL Y b T —72
12 & BREEANOBE), KA THRE SNWHBE - FHREFEFEDO HARNOBHOIZ A2, ERNTHEE
OHIIANOHBE RN BE L L TN TWwh, FFEEAOEZEBAZANIZE 5T, HEANT E
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<X, kHT AN, T TICENOBEZERL TBY, BEIOBITHREZMD LKL Tz,

MR R RZELTHS, FOKMORE 2 FEoTn2GEAME, TTENOBENCHAL, G&
ADFRIZIEINTT O BARHREIESR & E2HED, KROBFEMECTH 5Kk % B E2DEAMitE TRt 2 2
T, LAKODHETH - 2Kt o720 Lo L, BEMNLERHBETEEL -0 LT, L2k
HEbN/-GEAL HEXZRD,

WM TERRIZVDE AT, —EARRHELZWE, BoT&, HRERZWE, HER R 28
WATo720) L2T Y, b bR ICE 721757228 %< T, AT D IZHHE IR TS 77
o

HWBEEORMPLO [BEEHE ] LW BRENAEOBR2S THZEL] 2 [HEF2 AT
51 v WIEAEL O EFANEIES 2 MEHTAREN TS, FUC XEHGDA AT S HERER AT
TP L7z, 7o &) Z28ifkr o Tz,

FERIL, MU THEWHEREZOT, BENAERZE L2 o720 8, 2o d)—ARIOBIZ% 5
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