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This dissertation addresses the kinds of mechanisms that might aid second language (henceforth,

L2) acquisition and explores the nature of such acquisition aiding mechanisms. I investigate two theo-
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ries about such L2 acquisition aiding mechanism (s): the Subset Principle and learners’ first language
(henceforth, L1) transfer. This dissertation also accounts for a conflict between the Subset Principle
and learners’ L1 grammar that is, when the Subset Principle conflicts with learners’ L1 grammar, how
do learners resolve that conflict?

This dissertation deals with cases in which an apparently identical construction appears in two lan-
guages, where one language allows only one interpretation and the other language allows another ad-
ditional interpretation.

The results of experiments 1 and 2 (in chapters 3 and 4, respectively) show that the Subset Princi-
ple may have a tangible influence on the L2 acquisition of null subject constructions. Japanese native
speakers who are introductory-level learners of Mandarin Chinese (henceforth, MC) have knowledge
that MC does not allow an interpretation that is allowed in Japanese. These results support the pre-
diction of the Subset Principle in L2 acquisition.

However, it should also be noted that some speakers showed evidence of transfer as well: some
Japanese introductory-level learners of MC assigned both Japanese interpretations to MC, which in
fact allows only one of them. Here it seems that the learners are transferring two interpretations that
are possible in Japanese when they interpret null subject sentences in MC.

Experiment 3 (in chapter 5) has shown that among MC speakers learning Japanese, introductory-
level learners do not accept the interpretation that exists only in Japanese, whereas advanced-level
learners accept that interpretation significantly more often. Going beyond the introductory-level vs.
advanced-level dichotomy, we also identified a general trend in which learners who are exposed to
Japanese input longer are more likely to have learned the new interpretation. This indicates the fol-
lowing points: (i) the Subset Principle holds in the reverse case, ie., when the speakers of the subset
language (i.e, MC) learn a superset language (ie. Japanese), (ii) explicit teaching about available in-
terpretation may not be necessary, and (iii) linguistic knowledge could be used as a measure of profi-
ciency in addition to—not in place of—performance measures. Furthermore, some implications for

language teaching are discussed on the basis of the results of the experiments.

WNEEER

Rk, EoSEEAICEDLZ O OMEEZIY FiF b, —2Uf, $SiEESICED L0000
AN ENLFHITED LI RL DT, ZNIE-oTEDL ) RERDBL -5 ENLD0E ) [HE
THhb, b)—ol, BESEHEEOBRET, ZOOMEHAIED L) IHRETLIONE W) RIET
HbHo —OHOMMIZH LTI, [HoEGORFM] & [FEEHEOEE ] Lv ) Zo0FEMARET
%o ZOHOREIZOWTIE, () [E0EGOFEME] (IEZSHEROMIER 2 OS5, () [E#8
SEAGOFEI] L TR OERE ] 2EGOMBIERIC BV THI T 258 %2 Fll§ 23546, &
CEESE I L FOMMAR T 2 @A LT YD, ZEEIRT,

RESCCTY PP SiEB L OSERRIE, OARHES L Lo FEaM S Th 5, iz (1),
(2) TRT LI, LEFNLIZ_HFHOHOTFENIBHE SN TNE I LD, ZOBLOFFEHTH S,
JeEGE (Bl (1) TEIOMWTH L—2 DM (FESADREFHRIZERS, IIHSAORL



265

N72ZEYL, A—O=ANDEBRTHD E )RR, LT, pro interpretation) L 25 &tz wv—77,
HAGE (Fl: (2) T, EFETHSNDMHRIZINZ S O — 2O (K S ADOR % iliial- 25
CWHSADFR 2RI EZBRIINO=ANDERTH DL L) R, LIF, quantificational/indefinite in-
terpretation) %% 3. 2 F 0, dLFEFETH XN LM (pro interpretation) (X, HARFEIZBWTH S
AP (pro interpretation + quantificational/indefinite interpretation) (@& ST b,
(1) a San-ge jingcha laile Zuoténg jia,
Three-cL  police officer come-asp Ms. Sato's house
“The three police officers came to Ms. Sato’s house.’
b. yé lai-le Shantian jia.
Also  come-asp Ms. Yamada's house
‘They also came to Ms. Yamada's house.
(2) a ZANOEEIPERES ADORIIHK,
b. WHEADFIZL F72,

[ERHAa0FEE] ik, BEBRIEAT S, oL bHIEOBWIE (0F ), ZORERICL)HE
END, BRLELTOXDEDN S o & bV %0nIGE) o EMMEEY, BEBMREZITIS 2 LI
LoT, LDHIBEOWDLWHENERERL T, LW FHEFEHTH L, ZOFEITL &b & FE
BEHHATL7-DICRESNIFITH 55, HFSEERIIBVW TR [R50 FEI] 5%
BRLTWA O THIUL, H_EHESEL, THHESOLA LR oL bHIBRMZE 2%0,
REGLORGHFAN T 21X, FFEEMERE SCIZR L pro interpretation L 2°#F & 22 WILHRED ik % 41
ET LI EPOERETIRO L, L\ TR 2o, —F, [HEEM#EOERE ] e 20 Th T,
HARGERRERE B DAL TR OB WG % ST AB3121E, HARTEOATHSNLMBROHET 5 Wikt &
WIHEET 5D, LWV PREIPLTOENS, HARFG/ARGEEEZFEE 35 A0S, H£5ike L TALRGE/
HAGEZ G206, A LED L) 2EREFST200 2T 262 L1280, LELo
ZODMWIZERZ LI ENTE S,

FEERL -2 (563 -4%) OfFR, [H5EGOFEME] 23 E OMMNBERICB W THIET A 2 LR EN
7oo ZOREEME, HAEZBEEL T UMALRGEEEEDS {13, HABOERAME L TORTF SN
LR % b R AR A WA SCIZ I3 5297, pro interpretation D % BEGEHECIAF G- L7122 & 9 5HiE
SNz PSS IEHRIROENILEFEDO CEP SR Z MO/ ) T Ll b, LPLEDNS, —#
DR FEZIZOWTUE [HEEHBROWR | 2R L 722 EAVR SN, O ITHABTOATEINS
TR % AL LRE O BFREMEE IR G L7e, FEBRICSIM L 278 B 1 3e R, ¥EH o8B THARE/ALGE
2B 5 FFEAMHE LI DOWTH Do 72V FAZ) L2 ey, EHEL T, ThH0Z &h
b, FEMHERICBYTL, [H5E60KM] BLO [BEEAHROEE | OMASEET 2 2 &8
IRIBE NI b,

FER3 (E5®) TIE, WEFEL IR E T A M HAGEFEED, HAETLRABE X TOARFEIN
BIER T ARG G R W 2R L7z, — 7, EFBREI DL, ZOMREHFET LI LN
HEIORENTz. FRHAREFEHEME, HAFBOART ENIBROFERELEOMEZ I LIzE 2
5, WEIZIEOMBRBRIZH D Z Ebh oz, 2L, [E0HEEGOIEE | 2573 5 58I &
HTHMRTH D, F72, FEBL - 20Ek, FEBRIISIN L - HAREFEE X, WEEE/ HARFEO LFEE



266

HELIZDOWT, b DHFALZY) L2 eV EEZHE L TWh, INHORENLS, 1) [E
SEAOER | IS RERRER A DT H AGE 2 AT AP OREET A, (1) HAGERIEHE L O MR %
BT oE, HRMEIRZ L TOEErBINS, (i) SHEARSSHEERAZNIRED—2I12% 5,
CENHEL R,

BOETIE, FFEAMHE LT, HAFEBLOURGEI/NOTEELZIY LI, Tho0FiEICE
WTZDOWEIRED L) ITHRENL O, T LHREIR L, BIREWC L2, TEHETX
THERFES A TIEEI A T 6085, 2%, HERE - ¥ U vikld, HEELRELD
OO (pro interpretation - quantificational/indefinite interpretation) % #9725, NAZEE - kL
R UTF Tk ARA V§E - PIVIFETIHALIEEEDFF BB (pro interpretation) DA ZFFT, F7-
HAGECTHF SN A (quantificational/indefinite interpretation) 720} =& SiElE, 7SEOH I
GIEL o720 L72h > T, bEGE/ HARFEIC B 5 ZiEAWBHE SCOMROBICA S @&k
X, FEEARRE AT MOSTEEICBW T ORI T AREMED D 5o S OIGHANIE LU, HARGESY
A TOEFEERNFEL T AIERES 1 TEREFHEICL A, LERESY 1 TSREEEAWEHE LS H DR O
FEAHIZOWTHERZIT) T LI k), ELFHERICBVT [HoEGOFA] PHET L LV, K
FOZMUNZ EHITEDL I ENTELARMELD 5,

L O FEA

A FRICL ARG CIIESBEMEDORA N AL ST E— MO L TH b, HHERE—FIT
HRFMERBZERIH L, KCOFERIET 25D THE 2T 5, LT, ZoRL%:
SUITANZIN

SREEGROMEE 72 5 MO LIS RSN EBRIMEINTH Y, EZSHEESTHOAL LT, A
<, Bz, EARFEICET 2 2AHAKRTH S,

ESRERO X = A N, R OB RS A RREERS L R OER 2L 0), TEEOEEY
ZFHDM, FiEmT AL, OIREERFENRICTALELRH L, TN TOMETIE, EELHL
FEAEAZZEEHE AT RIZL TV BMEPIRTE T E2 D TWE, TOHT, KXo hE xhd -7
L oER FRASBROWMEOWRRMEEILS 22 EOBERITRKE V. RFRSUIE D A F 22 FFeR R
&, YHEGEESE OBMIERICERN L RIEE 5.2 5 L & 12, L) —imici, SHERERE B 541
HREOERTHE IS 2L 7D ) 5,

6T CTHIR S N-HAGRMZELZIISEER IO L TEELRAER 2O L LB, SHROEZSEE
PRI F 72 e i Fe NS 4 L2 it L2 352 5,

DXL, SHROMEEE LTRSS T 5,

KRG LOBEERFERTH D, ESEEBRRICBIT S [H0EG0EM ]| (26t) 85 L [HEEN
RO | V) FEHEDOHFETH LD, HLTFHEVPELLOBBEEG DD ZJET 5 ERZFiE
THRUEDPH D, CORPWALNIIR DL, KR LOEZSHEEAIIEE L Coffifiz REMIZED 5
EEBI, MEREHEBEICH L COEELRRE LT A LML 2 b,

F72, ECMNZERMRNEZIIONT, HRETIFHEDIA TERHEESHIIHERLTILIZL-
T, RFSCTEEMICT LB OZ L2 G _XETH b,

WIS, IS OFEEDIIE & 7 o 72 DIEARFH LI B W TEEDZ QMR OWIRM: 2 R RIZ
MERLE D EFDIHRTHLI L EDITMATBE I\,



267

L ORE K
Chapter 1 Introduction
Chapter 2 Issue: What Kinds of Mechanisms Do Aid Second Language Acquisition?
Introduction
Issue: What Kinds of Mechanisms Do Aid
Second Language Acquisition?
Hypothesis I: The subset principle
Hypothesis II: The L1 Transfer
General Methodological Remarks
Chapter 3 Experiment 1: The Acquisition of Interpretation of Elided Classifier Noun Phrases
3.1. Introduction
3.2. Background: Interpretation of Elided Classified Noun phrases
3.3. Predictions of the Two Hypotheses
34. Method
34.1. Participants
34.1.1. Introductory-Level Japanese learners of Mandarin Chinese
34.1.2. Control Participants
34.2. Stimuli
34.3. Task
35. Results
35.1. (Introductory-Level) Japanese learners of Mandarin Chinese
3.5.2. Control Participants
3.6. Discussion
36.1. Summary
3.6.2. Remaining Questions
3.6.3. Beyond the Introductory-Level?: Advanced-Level Learners
Appendix All the test sentences
Chapter 4 Experiment 2: The Acquisition of Interpretation of Elided Bare Noun Phrases
4.1. Introduction
4.2. Background: Interpretation of Elided Bare Noun Phrases
4.3. Predictions of the Two Hypotheses
44. Method
44.1. Participants
44.1.1. Introductory-Level Japanese Learners of Mandarin Chinese
441.2. Control Participants
44.2. Stimuli
443. Task
45. Results



268

451. (Introductory-Level) Japanese Learners of Mandarin Chinese
45.2. Control Participants
46. Discussion
46.1. Summary
4.6.2. Remaining Question
4.6.3. Beyond the Introductory-Level?: Advanced-Level Learners
Appendix All the test sentences
Chapter 5 Experiment 3: Implications for Second Language Teaching: Evidence from the Acquisition
of Elided Bare Noun Phrases
5.1. Introduction
5.2. Background on the Types of Evidence in Language Acquisition
5.3. Elided Bare Noun Constructions
54. Materials
54.1. Participants
54.11. Introductory-Level Learners
54.1.2. Advanced-Level Learners
54.1.3. Control Participants
54.2. Stimuli
54.3. Task
55. Results
5.5.1. Introductory-Level Learners
55.2. Advanced-Level Learners
55.3. Comparing Introductory-Level Learners with Advanced-Level Learners
554. Control Participants
56. Implications for Language Teaching
57. A Future Task and Beyond
Appendix All the test sentences
Chapter 6 General Discussion
6.1. Introduction
6.2. Summary of the Results
6.3. A Cross-Linguistic Survey on the Subset-Superset Relationship
6.4. Other Remaining Questions
6.5. The Subset Principle beyond Interpretations: Phonology and Syntax?
6.5.1. Syntax
6.5.2. Phonology
6.6. “No New Subjects” Theory
6.7. More Predictions to Be Tested
References



