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Parental Class and Differential School Education:
A Comparison of Explanations by Class Theories

S G S

Nobuo Kanomata

Although numerous empirical studies exist regarding the relationship between
parental class and differential school education, a suitable explanation is yet to be
established. To this end, this study compares the empirical validity of four influential
theories concerning such a relationship in Japan: cultural capital theory, relative risk
aversion hypothesis, the Wisconsin model, and tracking hypothesis. The results, uti-
lizing nationally collected data, show the following: (1) both academic grade and am-
bition/aspiration have a significant effect on divergence of stratified pathways in
high school and higher education; (2) parental education and occupation have a mini-
mal effect on both academic grade and ambition/aspiration; (3) in the transition to
higher education for males, the pathways in high school have an impact on the path-
ways In higher education; and (4) in the transition to high school and higher educa-
tion for females, ambition/aspiration has a direct effect on diverging pathways, albe-
it with a weak tracking effect. However, since all four theories do not show enough
empirical validity, it is apparent that the mediating mechanism between family
background and differential school education cannot be simply explained through
such class theories.

Key words: differential school education, cultural capital theory, relative risk aver-
sion hypothesis, Wisconsin model, tracking hypothesis
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