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Transformation of Folklore in a Geisha Community
——With Special Reference to the Change of Folk Belief in Kamishichiken, Kyoto——

CLEN. U 1

Itsuro Nakahara

This thesis examines the transformation of the folklore of people living in a Gei-
sha community, Kamishichiken, located northwest of Kyoto. In particular, it investi-
gates how customs and habits have changed as a result of urbanization.

Researchers have pointed that changes taking place within the city should be con-
sidered in terms of the relationship between residents and outsiders, which has had
a strong effect on everyday life and has required the city to remain flexible. For
residents of the city, life change has been intense as a result of the urban transfor-
mation. However, in spite of this transformation, the city life has remained much
like that of a rural town, and I presume folk beliefs have played a major role in
keeping civil life united.

In this thesis, I mainly examine changes in the city's customs and habits, where
we find the transformation of folk customs. I focus on a unique Geisha community
located at the city border. In addition, I explore the issue of whether the Geisha
community has produced new city folklore or has changed itself.

Key words: Geisha community, “hare” (non everyday life), folk belief, folklore, Kyoto
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