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The re-creation of an art of the Geisha Community

—A Case study of the contribution of Tamizo Ishida to Kamishichiken in Kyoto——

Hh J5 BU HE*
Ituro Nakahara

The purpose of this study is to clarify how they have promoted the traditional art
performance, which is created in a city. For this purpose, I have selected one of the
five Geisha Community of Kyoto known as Kamishichiken. By reviewing information
on the history through interviews with hosts and guests, I analyzed the dance per-
formance and the aspects of Geisha Community which were devoted to the culture
of hospitality.

Kamishichiken is small scale, self-enclosed but focused on quality of arts, and has
a close relationship with Nishijin merchants in Kyoto. Mainly By this close relation-
ship was with Nishijin, an excellent textile maker and primary patrons of these arts,
after WW II in 1952 during the important festival of Kitano shrine, Kamishichiken
disclosed the performances.

It was an excellent opportunity for them to show their new arts. However, they
had to develop new performances to suite the changing society.

Their performances were created under the direction of a movie director,
Tamizo Ishida (1901-1972) with a respectable knowledge of dance performances, he
worked out new plans. By caring not to spoil the traditional dance of the Hanayagi
school,Ishida created continuous hybrid performances with another dance schools
and with a new type of music.

In this thesis, Iwill clarify how the hybrid performances opened to the new audi-
ences and the difficulties in promoting these new performances in a changing soci-
ety.
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