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Argument/VP-Ellipsis in Second Language Acquisition
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Tomoko Monou

This study investigates how L2 learners acquire ellipsis and, particularly, what
kind of input in a target language serves as a trigger for the acquisition of ellipsis.
According to Oku (1998), argument ellipsis is permitted in languages like Japanese
but not in languages like English. To account for this cross-linguistic difference, he
proposes that the parameter of a verb's O-feature strength governs both the type
of ellipsis and the availability of scrambling. Based on this parameter, it is assumed
that the input of scrambling in a target language serves as a trigger for parameter
resetting. If so, L2 learners with the knowledge of ellipsis also have the knowledge
of scrambling, but the converse is not true.

21 adult L2 learners who were never taught the ellipsis in their target language
were tested. They were asked to judge the elliptical sentences and scrambled sen-
tences in each target language through the picture judgment task and acceptability
task, respectively.

The results show that while all the participants who passed in the ellipsis condi-
tion also passed in the scrambling condition, not all the participants who passed in
the scrambling condition passed in the ellipsis condition. These findings indicate that
the input of scrambling in a target language is a necessary but not a sufficient trig-
ger for parameter resetting.
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%> Schachter (1990) 7¢ & Cid, L2EIHIIEREOMER, FHER — M b & O— MM HIRREISHRE 123
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what-ACC  anyone buy-ci NEG-PAST-Q
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WA APSRISMICEDL T, REICL TR E oM ERT /2172y —=— (Curtiss 1977) OFI%
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VT % 7%, Sugisaki (2007; 2009) ZZH L 206 EHET 5, € LT, 21 TR LIF7-EmHESCOMR
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& (Th) DM OENE, BEESNDLIAOENZLNEL S, HAREORS, Xia [HEx |
ENTWBY, EEDOHE, ByF4A ‘wash the car carefully M ENTWE, TEHEEID LI %
BEODPELLZDTHS )00 T3 HEKEFIZOWTHENRS,

(6b) DFFFUL [V a3 v IZHEZ—YEbaro72] £ %50 T, (6b) ZMERT L, 1213 [Hz ]
Wb b, L7z T, (6b) IZHFAANEMREIN TSI LIZhb, 2O LIE, (8b) DLIHI
AAFECEBEAW RSN ML LBTE S

8) a ATV = [HOOREPFEHENL L] Bo T,
b. vard [ Hsha L] BoTna,

Oku (1998: 300)

(8b) DEMEER &, [AT V) —ORED] £ [V a v OREHN] & QMR TE b, BEFOMMN
(&, BRI THDORED] 25 2 LI2EVEL L, ZoHb, HARIALFMNEAKS TR TH
52 EREMNITHAME Do

—H¥EEOY G, (Th) ORI [V a Y IREBEZTEIZEED R P o72] L%H5DT, (Th) O___



ESRRE I & B AR S o & S E 5

121 ‘wash the car carefully’ 28fibN b & EZbN5L, L7zA->T (7Th) EHFAEKTIEZR L, &
B RS ATCEIEIRIOBIEE LTS b,

D EOEEMDENL, K4OFENLOEFAORMOBRSIICIVFHEINL, HRFEY A TOFE
TIEHBFORENG, BAOERBTEHH & BIFETH 5 4G W ICAER S NS LEIT v,
L7255 T (6b) % (8b) T/RL7ZZLIHIZ, BROEBTHANOAIHHbONTORMDb RV, —77,
WiEY A TOFHETREF ORI, i (HrEE) 1B OER T L Mo BER < b BhF &k
WIE CTAER I N R T E R bR\, L7eh > TRROER TN DA HbONS Z LITFFENT,
(7Th) TRL7ZZE DI, LT®EN & LFANOMASHbHLNLZ LIk b,

2.2. BEEESBD S5 O

RETTIE, 21 THOLDII R o - HABEOAME L HHT 2 0%, HAELZHFELTA2FELE
EOL)EBRTLIONARERT L, TOILIZLY, AW SLOMRE L 720 ORI ERTH
bl EERT b

b LA E HHT 2 M E A TH UL, HAREAZHFEE T2 7201, EBEORCEELS
HARFEO BHFEEMR LA IEL MM TE 2 2 e FilllsN G, ZOFMIZHED X, Sugisaki (2007)
TIELLF ORI x AV TERE T> T\ b,

9 a ) ASADVBHTORREFTATHD Lo
b. I EAD FATHWD L,
T EALENEGHATYD L,

(9b) DFFFUIE, [V EAL, VI SADBREGFRATVSL L] LWIFERPEENL, DF D,
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RFHE 7 & O— AR, HEEOMMA A L2720 T, (6b) & (7Th) OfERDEN T
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DN THET %o
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DE) L EFEHLLHEINL, (13b) O X FEHLTIE, HOAALOEEHWE [F0OER% |
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(14) Safthd . — b OFMOMS | -~ L2 OEH
HE& TEHEL A AL
L 59 BE s (SEER)
HY

YEman (A

HAGEZ FEE & § 2 Wil B E AN Uy BT 256, £7 [HETE» S T TR sng
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Fio TWAEAEZIIVWRY, L 0) ZENFRTFMTE S,

33. L2EEF/ER

Wb X, 23 THE L7Z2EROPRE LRI L TH 5,

FEER TSGR HMRE L LT, DT OMEOMBCE ME L7z, ZOMETIE, H#E 2ok
2RIy NCROURL, @il A3E LTHKRD &) 2l S 27,

(15) FEAFENSC
Kumi thought that [Takeshi pushed Emi].
AT [ L2 AEMLE] EEo72,

(16) & FEHX1
*Kumi thought that [Takeshi Emi pushed].g)
AT [T LMLz A%E] EEo72,

(17) & T2
*Kumi thought that [Emi Takeshi pushed].
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SR e TS

| HeEREE (N)
& TR ARG SC RERE= AAGE (L2=357%)  BEE=3EE (L2= HAGH)

PASS PASS ! 4/13 3/8
FAIL PASS 0/13 2/8
PASS FAIL 7/13 1/8
FAIL FAIL 2/13 2/8

“PASS”: IEZHE80%LL 1
“FAIL": IEZEHZ0%LLT

4. &

AW TIE, L2EBOBEEERZH S 22T X, DTOZOOBEIZI) AT,

(19) WFFEaE
@ BEREHERHIC B\ TIGE S N A LB SRR, L2ERICBWTOHEES 57
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T
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A TOERE LR EET A, EETE2E TEH DT EN L, L) BEERDPLETH
%, (i) HFES A TOSEEHEL TLESEENHARGES A TOBME L2 BIST 51, HAETI
MEFEHELNHFIND, LWV HELRDPLETH L, IR L BB, BXOFERITIIRES
QRHIZBHR) »5%5 00, FREORFEL, AR SUIE T 2 CFEMEIC O W T, shRNER TR
FaBEL ETOHWHMEO—2 L LTI ONEL. FIC () 1220V TIE, EAEDTEIRnE M
TELWEEMZRLL, LW RHICBWTEELRRELTZ 5.

B, RO EDN SR, BWE X 2 L2EHHROERBICEM T 5, W) HThob,
AWAE L 2o 72 L2HESEIZE1LH 5 D DD (eg Duffield and Matsuo 2009), A ETH->72L9
%, TATLOMBDSEDF T RBENDL LIRS 2 WERHE L2k - 72 L2EE O BITHIZEIE, EH%0
HMABHEY CNFTHEIN TRV, SR A VWEEY, L2EEENLEO LD ICEST 20,
HbLAWETERVODR, HHPICT S L, L2EROSKNRAMAZES ) 2T, lifEdsR1E
%525,

5. MERERE

RECIIARMROMEREZRE S o8 5, —213 (14) (IR LEEERICHET L8 b9 —



B RRERE I & B AT S O L AR 11

OVXEBRHEH L2 M AT 5HETH 50 LT TIEEMEOFEMZ IR, & % 128 D iR ZEI
ONWTEED 5,

51. %Wﬁi@ﬁ@‘ﬁ

F90E (14) BT EEEREOZLME, HERBOAMELOMRE BT+ 56 2 12X, BEE
R

EER TR L 72RO MR ELED S 0, 20b) ORI OMRE LT, 21) D2 Wik H
KEERERER S D VDo

(20) a. KEGIZE 2 TEI2HE - 720
b. fEF1d__ Hebhhoi,

(21) a. EFRIHEEZ—B B bR 7
b. FEFIFIEZ T3 bR ro 72

O ENS, HRGERAFANEA 2T SELED), FO—TCHENAKLHFTESE 25 (cf Otani
and Whitman 1991)s L7225 T, INFTFTIREL CEHAFELILFEFEOEVZ B L, ESHEEE
(22) \ZIBIEES DU ERH S,

HEfEng (SR

(22)
SEEW: — | BESLoRMoms| - S
i E EHEL {ﬁ} P
VRGES - 5 BEtIaN (H AR
ol G| | |

DF D, HAFE L EFEOAMIE SLOMMOBENE, — DB EMEZ L, — DA a a3y
EVIH)DDOTIE R L, BINAMITFESNE D SINLZ VD, EVIEVIZEIYFHASINLEDOTIE R W
Mo L72H 0T, AFIMAMDSEF SN DD SEFMNARIIFF SN, b, AFHEESFF S LR
MOBEFEMNEMIIFEND, ZEOHERIIESTVWDL I LD, DF ), LFNEWEHITESINDL P
ENZvy, LW RIEE, BIFAEESTE SN PEESN R VA, v RE, FIREE LTz
HRETH 5D

Pllo#Z 21230, AEICBWTSHB L T& 7/ 0ku (1998) OFED, FHHRHFTLLE D
%o Oku (1998) 12X UL, ZOEFEICBWTERIOREITR L, BIFMABITF S, 5V & &6
MBS ND, L%bH, b L, BREOREDTTVHREICBWCOEFMEESH L L 51UL,
LRBFAN B FHEINDL DN, RYIZFFAOFERIZ L VFW SN DL DH, BHIERSL, S5IZZ D5
Mk, AE LTOSEHERICOVTOREICOVWTHEMAERITAT 5. L7225 T, X FHHT
EBUERE S B B B ODTr Y, TWET T 2 LEN D 5,



12 MR 8 73 7 2012

#4 FiEMO#EW (Takahashi 2010)

#tt PEEE B PELLAR

L BEE ] LN AL S N LLCiCL N RAms17
A 55 Ea wa A HARS 1 7

UTR... O LSRR N mEme mEAEs BT
B i FEnw Bl G HA#S 4 7

52. RHNXDREE
B % & A TCEMRESCOMIRAS, ZF ) E s & BRI A A OEVZJER 5 EE) 2L 7 57089
b, MEL LTE-oTwd, 20HMIE LT, (23) OHEFEOFHEEEHELOMRIETS5ND,

(23) WEFED EFEAIERE O
a. Zhangsan shuo|[ zij de haizi  mel na glan .
Zhangsan — say self GEN child take not money
‘Zhangsan said that [his child did not take money]’

b. Lisi ye shuo [ mei na qian |
Lisi too say take not money
‘Lisi also said that [____ did not take money].
Lisid [Zhangsan D T-EH VBB EX ZITIS o Tz] EE o7,

(Takahashi 2008: 415)

HEREO EREE GRS TIE, (23b) TREN T 5 &) IZHMEHR T ORI, Jé?‘f’t‘:ﬁ)’(c‘:l—lbﬁﬁﬁ
TR R 542\, 210 (6) THEIF7ZHAFEO EFFEMHECOMRE LB 5 &, HAFL IR,
LM THL, ZOZ NS, PEFFIIHAFED L) IZHFMEKRE S OFHETIE R, E)ﬁﬂ’j%ﬂi%%:
bOBRTHILETERD. L LEDO—HT, ElE%Z&ALEEHECOBIIL, HAGE F CHRIZZ
bo L72HoT, RATELOLFHEMOENDS S DND L), RHIF % & A IZEWHE L OB,
iR L BRI AR OENEZIEL (IR TV 2R WITH liﬁ‘df)éo
SO, BMEMRE LT, 42. TR H 12, FIFE T SUCHHECLOMREH T NTH ), HREH

TR LT AENLTY S, Eﬂﬁ?‘éﬁ#ﬁ%?l%.ﬂt;<b‘, EV) HEPEITON D, L72h > TL2
RS OSCEAFR T BN G| S 72 8 ) », BRI S . SRIEZOMICEBL, RHLo®EE %
119 LENH %o

Z 2T, HAFROGFANEWHELDOBEHRIZOWTHAT 2125720, KIZIT) EBRTIL, BhE M)A
DIERO W REMED 2 WRIBLE 2 LED D %o BHFFRTHE L TV 2RIHoLE LT, LT b oh
H5o

(24) a. KEBDS M DA% FEATZ,
b. ET1 _E/Liiﬁﬁ‘oto
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b EFEZENLZHE Lh o7z

(24b) DFEFIL, (24D) DRIRE OFFILTI_RZ D &b D) TV, (24b) OfFFRIZIEA L L [1B8T
EREBDSFR AT ZMOREGE o lz] &, [HETIE TORTH VWD) ZMHOREGHE 2h o7
DZONWH b, TNE, HEBPGRANEAKEZET, L) T eERd, —F (24b) 12iE, BiE O

ML 227\, (24b) & (24b) DFROFENEIFEL TR EHE ) 0k, HAREEESE X HEE S LT

AT H T EICL), EEESEERNICD OEAEEY, ) ELPIERELEER L,

i

1) L2&iE, BFhz#ERsR, £7o3ESRRIEST 2SI OSHEERIRT,

2) L2ZFIIOTABEICL o C, (A & [38] 2L CHERTA5E0H 57, ReIHECEMH IR
B ENI R WEEZ D720, WEEEbET [H#E] LI,

3) DL R E [HEMOBERORN] LIPS, ZORMDSH B0 b 5T, b 8y EAH
T ELDFES TR0, L) MEE [SFEEMICBIT 55HEARE] (e.g Hornstein and Lightfoot 1981)
LIER,

4) Sugisaki (2009) THEH L TWA T A LI TO B TH 5,

i a VIEAIR [ADO#EP—FLTEE] EoTwdk,
b. IA4F &AL [ —FLEFEE] HoTwa L,
i) a VTEAIX [AGOEP—FLTEE] EoTwdk,

b, IAFYEAL [FAN —FEEFEE] BoTwb k.
5) Otaki and Yusa (2010) Tb, HAFHLBELT 2T LA HARHED HWHEEMHELE T L CHBCTE 0L
9%, Sugisaki (2009) & IXEZL LHNHLE FAVTHRHRNTW S, ZOFE, Sugisaki ((2009) &F L X912

FHEMRSE2HOTF LS SHARFEO HFEAMRE LA IEL CHEEL TW5b Z EAVRE NI,

6) HBCCIT G E NS AAEOERIL, [ER19 - 20 485 1 ATERE I MoE s BA— SRR X IEMES - 48— (LAKD)
L0 EE L

7 HAMRDTENTIE AV E V) EREEEEIIY AA, ZNE CEEEO DIV s, ZoMiE
AL IS,

8) HAWRALEICTHD &\ [ BELE AT Ad, ENE CEREOT O EE, ZOmERE
S & 1955

9) BILOWIZH D ™1, ZOBICAILHENLELTHS L ERT.

10) COBBREEFHE AL 2V, BLTONE FCHTIHT 5 IEERIZ0%F M T/l Lid, HE
FEHLIZOVTORMTIEZR ¢, AR O T OHHAKIN LT =T RS %
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