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BUEBIZEI 2 [RRb] DRS
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The Representation of “Ethnic Culture” in Tourism Development

—Case of “New Year Cultural Festival of Miao” in Leishan of Guizhou Province, China—

3] n*
Tao Ye

In this paper, the representation of the “Ethnic Culture” (Minzu Wenhua) is stud-
ied in the relationship mainly between the state and local area, or towns and rural
society in the perspective on the tourism development flourishing in ethnic minority
areas in southwest China in recent years. The main research are conducted to be
focused upon the case of “New Year Cultural Festival of Miao” after the age of 2000,
sponsored by the Leishan provincial government in Guizhou Province.

Specifically, some items of the “Cultural Festival” held at Leishan town are ana-
lyzed under the point of view on cultural reproduction. The items in the festival
demonstrate the dynamic changes of the traditional elements, which include the an-
cestor worship and purification ceremony in the rural area, and furthermore trans-
formation of the cultural position of the traditional elements in Miao society. This
festival starts by the big parade and opening ceremony in Leishan town and encom-
pass the normal new year ritual held in some tourism spots of traditional village, so
that the each village become a passive position to the town under the governmental
control. “Cultural Festival” consists of modern and traditional elements such as the
exhibition of fine arts, folk performance, ethnic dance, running race competition,
competition of songs, village rituals, buffalo race and so on. After the intervention of
local government, cultural factors of villages are not only recreated or invented, but
also “demonstrated” and “appropriated” by the peoples in these competitive events.
The traditional organization has been taken place by the governmental administra-
tion. “Ethnic Culture”(Minzu Wenhua) has been transmitted and shown by the vari-
ous kinds of representation, and new forms of culture has been invented through
display and demonstration. But, the result of such upheaval situation causes the
unbalance between towns and rural areas under the economic influence by tourism
development, as make us to think about that whose “Ethnic Culture” is.
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