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Reconsidering “Jikkenhougen”

Focused on the Text Revision of Oshiro Tatsuhiro's Turtleback Tombs

O
Yuicht Matsushita

The purpose of this study is to seek the relationship between literature and socio-
linguistic situation through modern Japanese literature in Okinawa.

In a short novel Kamenokoubaka(Turtleback Tombs), Oshiro Tatsuhiro created
an original language called “Jikkenhougen(Experimental Dialect)” to express the re-
gional language used in Okinawa by the dialogue portions in the novel.

This novel has been examined in many studies. However, the modified texts in
“Turtleback Tombs (1982)" was not sufficiently discussed. Through this revision,
some parts of “Jikkenhougen” were rewritten. Why did the author have to rewrite
“Jikkenhougen”? Here an interesting question of sociology of literature ; which ex-
amines the relation between socio-linguistic situation and literary production, comes
to light.

Throughout this paper, we will examine “Jikkenhougen” in aspects of socio-linguis-
tic contexts and stylistic effects. Then we work within W. Labov’s concept of “lin-
guistic insecurity” exploring the revision of “Jikkenhougen”. A central contribution
of this paper lies in finding the relation between author’s insecurity of experiment-
ing new linguistic approach and the literary production arena of Okinawa.
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