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The History of Vanquished

—Analysis of the Changing Perception of Post Russo-Japanese War Experience—

K H 5 —F
Shuichi Tsukada

This paper aims to grasp the memory of Russo-Japanese War using the approach
of Historical Sociology. In this paper, analytical focus is set on the monumental ship
Mikasa; witch is at anchor in Yokosuka City, although it is may be modest. The goal
of the analysis is to investigate the relationship of Mikasa and peoples social con-
sciousness from 1945 to 1970s.

In 1945, Mikasa has destroyed by the occupation forces and it fell into ruin. But
in the late 1950s, People (Japanese?) had begun to nostalgically recount the memory
which relates to Mikasa and of Russo-Japanese War as “glorious past”. What un-
derlies there is the social perception; which can be described as “harsh present
time” created by the aching memories of American occupation and the Pacific War.
However, in 1960s, the ‘scar’ in Japanese social consciousness began to heal rapidly.
Therefore, in 1970s the memories of Mikasa and Russo-Japanese war simply be-
came the objects of consumption.
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