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Planning of the Early Modern Education Showed by Yanagita Kunio
—A Case Study of “Mukashi-no-Kokugokyoiku"—

O AR T
Kyoko Watanabe

The aim of this study is to describe the features of the early modern education,
considering the differences from the modern education. Folklorist Yanagita Kunio,
said to be the founder of folklore in Japan, left a lot of suggestive works in not
only folklore but also pedagogy. He accepted and advocated the value of the early
modern education, especially folk-narrative, and then criticized an inclination not to
acknowledge the existence of the early modern education because of thinking that
“education” began in the modern age.

In those works, he considered the early modern education as an automatic behav-
ior. On the other hand, however, he pointed it out as a planned activity. These two
points seem like a contradiction. The relation of them needs to be clear. The pur-
pose of this paper is to focus on the planning in his work “Mukashi-no-Kokugokyoiku
(the title means language education in the early modern age)” written about the val-
ue and the role of language education in the early modern age in Japan, and explain
that the planning of the early modern education is different from one of the modern
education. The essential difference between them is symbolized by the attention for
learners and the obscurity of who the planner is on the planning in the early mod-
ern education.
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