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Men's Participation in Child-Rearing in Japan and Korea

% wo o

Bae Jihey

This study examines Japanese and Korean men's participation in child-rearing
with respect to the time spent with their children and the sharing of parental roles,
by using the International Family Research (IFR) 2005 data obtained from Japan
and Korea.

The data were analyzed with descriptive statistics, multiple regression and logis-
tic regression. The major findings of this study were as follows;

(1) Despite the increasing demand for men’s participation in child-rearing in Japan
and Korea, their participation is low in both countries. (2) In Japan, the long working
hours of men negatively affect their participation in child rearing, but in Korea, this
effect is not significant. (3) In both Japan and Korea, the younger the child is, the
more men participate in child-rearing. (4) Living together with parents or relatives
positively affects men’s participation in child-rearing in Japan, but not in Korea. (5)
In Japan as well as Korea, men’s attitudes toward traditional gender roles and the
relative resources of couples do not affect men’s participation in child-rearing.
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