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On the Validity of Explanations Complementing
“the Law of Small Numbers”
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Yosuke Hachiga Ryota Morimoto
" #H B OAvY-lk Lk & 2
Masato Koga Takayuki Sakagami

Purpose: A popular cognitive explanation called “the law of small numbers”
suffers from a trouble on its prediction power so that it is not clear to predict
one’s judgement about whether the runs of event last or break. In this experi-
ment, we examine the validity of two complementary explanations, on one of
which people’ s making prediction depends on their belief about the process
produced runs, on the other of which it depends on success and failure of their
prediction of the outcome on last trial. Method: On within-subject ABAB design,
40 subjects made prediction on total 864 trials of binary outcomes, consisting of
four phase of the series produced by either Bernoulli or sine with random noise
process. Results: Subjects demonstrated their capacity of discrimination by two
processes. They judged with negative correlation as runs extended under
Bernoulli phase, whereas with positive correlation under sine with noise phase.
The analysis of success and failure didn't show the tendency that previous study
suggested. Discussion: We discuss the results can interpret from the study about
the bias of subjective randomness, whereas the law of small numbers showed
other trouble to explain two opposing prediction.
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3,

BT O TR 2RI & LB EI L THH L13BA, Boynton (2003) DR CEIBIMEN R DL
RBRELEDLIICAL LTS, FlIERE LIBAICBGFBELL, K4 BEAERTEOShIBE
7 — 7 REAATFRK EEBORITADEL TR Lo $XTIKHETLTER 52 L3RR
(base rate) BHER 05 NORKELTNTVWBEIETH B, JITHERL IBRORESTH B 0”1
Y AHRETH S, THDL. BRIORAITTTORIEEERL TR L GSICEHET 0 RIGEE VR
FHMEMES, THIBERBLZ 0.7 TAHREL. REEFICEBLZ 03 LABRDEILVLEVIELD

repetition responses

X4, ARY) « KBS ORERFBTIR T & DR
| fTTHEEDRE X TE 0B R LIS, 2TTHRERRBNK LB E LKIE, 31THII 2 ATz
TICHEHAORITEVOERNEE L LEBEORIELRIEL, ThEhodaThs, 1 FIBE 25HIL
BEFORTOFHLGEIIL 728, 3FIEE 4 7B FRICKKL BORIGEHETH 5, WiRI2 95% (55
XA &, KMOBEHFIIR 3 %, REREEF v 7AKIC>OTIRAK BABHEE &,



YDROEN" 2R T 25HHOZ 4ot 63
Boht, RS oD IN oD@t BN L 2B EIIRRIT TN U 72 BRI % B 05% 36,
KU IGEICRIRAT T BRI~ LB 2H6[A, d78bb, ¥4 254 (Win stay), L= X7

r (Lose shift) OREMEM M H 2 C & 2R LTV B,

4D 1 {THREROEOEE T oy b LEBYELKIETH 5, Boynton (2003) ofEH & 6]
I, NUR—A 7 2 A ZTIIEBEOBBIC GF AL B Ebhot, L LEAS, RIOBIC b4
EFE CEHE TR VL DD GF AN BB &b b, Lichi-T, IREDERHZH, <X —
A7 24 ZRXBOTREY « RBEOFHICEWTH, AOBEMOHEBSEEL TV A I ENTREE A
B, 1, YA VIET 2 A XICBO TN IR Y B URICHE < 18- 7ohs, Sl 3 ffm) i3k
Wi, ¥4 VK7 = A XTIRESNEICHRE L CIEOBIHERSEEL I EERLTW S,

K40 2THEHOEREOREEETT ey P LEBOBLRIETH 2, 1 V7 = 4 XTI
DDFE I BIGEAIT OB %EITO S L2 TFT 2R E > TO - 7o, REDEEICIIENL - 7
[HITE S T o ce XWX =4 7 2 4 ZTEHKY), KRIChbb o IR Yy — vk E 52 &2 FillT
BERIDRE o

K4D3iTEHRB2ETHIE COHDHEFHOESTT oy M LEBOVBRLRIETH B, 1 Vg7 =
AZXTRH2HEKA4D I TTHOBREMIHITH 5, Bl EREESSThEZNLEURIRSN S
HEMELH>TV B, LA -T, COHES FOBREHERERL TV 3, KROBESICIZEN -
FERIZA SISV, —F, XWX —A7 24 XTHE, KM EKBIFICHEELREORRVL SRS,
ELES bW R LURINARINT 2HAENHLHBITTH - 1,

% -3

LEOER O TR DREE

AEBROEBABHNT EERDELIICH B, Y4 V7 24 XERLR—4 724 X T, FhHD
BEOEVICESVWTERBMEORIGIZMEL e 1 ViE7 =4 XTIRY 4 YEBIcAHE TEL
WIS vy — v TRIRETH -1 LL, BNTERTIDIEERONEFICREILALHET >0
Moty DT 24 XDbETIRIEREBNFIZEOHEMEMN A F > TRIEZT-> T, THbB,
(Al BRTOEROEME L 5ICo0, HITOMEEEORIEEIEL (K3 KEFD, (A2) RO
EFIRHME TSI, BNIORRERGAREZEIRT 2ER L (X 3 45)), (A3) BHAjOR
BLANCEOBERBEEFEERL L ChhiE, BEAORBRERI AR ZRRT @RS L (K3 KA
Do %10, FHFICEOBUAHEEM AR T D, (A4) BRIOATTTFRICHKIILIBETH B I EAREN
- (A4 —H, "NRX—4 7 x4 XT3, Bl) BAIOHEROELBEL LBI12o0, HEOFEROEY
BRUEZEF B LSty (K2, K3 &EHD, (B2) BRI TICERENIERYOEGERBMOIET5
BT T DEHRE Y — Y EFTHEERRL (K3 d%), (B3) HATOERLANCEORRHGES
AR L TOAUEFR O R 2 8BRS 2 HiE A L (X3 &G, 7, (B4) GF oMiali3ERTO TR
DY), KBEBSICBOLTOR NI, KOS SEOERER LK. (A1) 8L U (Bl) DRI
ERBMEH XY — v EFH O BRAFREBEBTCEI0ELTHONATE Y, t FHYREBAHE ERB
BOBEVHLHOEHIOMENRAE LB E VS FENERTEbDTH 3,

AERTRETRE DV TERBMENHBE T 3FRIOVTOHBAEEL 3DV, VX —~4
BEEHAVHICS v L4 X EPGILBED 2 BE» SHIBFIEERL, 205 ETERNHFONIE
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Ry —vDOMEERE D EEZ T, KIG/ Y — v OMUIIREMBORTRRICK » TR i,
NED, 44 VE+ /A XBRROLEDERBTIBIA vy —vEF->TOS I, HEOEWIS
DOFIBFNID/ 5 — v ERBML TR THLOJREEIERHT 2 LN TE S, ChNDRFWDIH
2, RIBFNES v 24 X Ltch & THUREMBEZRD I, COBEICRYA v 7 24 RICEEEIC
Ront @iy — vBidA s &M LI, LEdi-T, RIBHEEATIREL, 1 VHAf%E
WMTBEINNY— v EFE->TWIEVZ B,

EERXTHRIZ, ERBME~NFER X IOV TCHRIAZ T - BICRBEEMV L A, M PTUVE
EZEITRBVEDAD - 1] EVHEER, [EEILEBOEANEDL > EITRTRDOVE] EVL IR
BRENH ot LEN-T, VIV FLTFRADLTSORLR A 724 X&, FHEINHY 5 v
SoMDENSA /7 2 A XL THEEEDOROENHD, 206 ETRIG Y — vy BELLTY
Foo TODT EIF, ARERD 2 EHOBEEFERALEBRICERIEILICL-T, ERVEKRSINZB
BT 23MED EE 2EAETH-LIEERLTVS,

Boynton (2003) OEERTIIKINE KK TERBIME OHMHER LR Y, FRIKKOETDOA GF
DUt ZEROHERIL, KBLAEAICKE, GEAL I /A, Hic, RLABAICLZD
EEMWEEL TO T, BRITERKESL SIcEVWT S GF i[)234 U TV 3 5T Boynton (2003) DR
ZBRTELETEUDL o1, T, BROZFRC 2ATHIOHDOFRDOEDR I I L 2R IR
o, KESEEREFEESBONTEYD, VAL ELERERDONALR -4 7 24 ZITBVTRELL %
OB, HFORMARIZIRZ 3 L TEMBHERLEE > TRV EERLTWS, —F, +4
V7 24 XTREGIFICE, BREEROER Y - IC LD - TFRIETR->TVWEEEZ LN DM
WA ER T RE, KIS — Y AOBRIBITHIE L E 0D RIEMEMAE Uic o, BRI ERK
DT vy L EOECBETRERMIEEL S AAGMITREI NS, WFRICL S, ERBNEDN
EDLSBBENLSERINIRTNTHBEALTMIN-T, BUBERMSELLIYD, BESED
LB bDTH-TH, RIFICFIEOBAY, KBFCI VOB > TGFBEL S LT3
Boynton DERERERERIITHE L b 7,

HE, AHRBEAOHEMSZNAZThOBETERT S EAHRL L, RBEBRICHo-VWTR
GF DHERZHE L1 DA TH B, B¥USIE, HF RABPHOLW S v & 48120 b & TIEOBLEMELS
HELBILEZELAONTVADOTH S, EBRICIE, Gilovich et al. (1985) 5#2% L 7= HF o2\
Ay bDYa—bREJICS VI LBRETHZIOMEVIERMSEET S (Miyoshi, 2000; War-
drop, 1999, HERIcHF 3 £ » FERIIERD HF oo W T bREIEDZERH S 3, Albright, 1993a, 1993b;
Albert, 1993; Stern & Morris, 1993), % 7z, Boynton (2003) Tid HF (35 ~ ¥ @8 T com{tshE
L BEQBRH LRSI, ZhEIFILERBERERBALINTVE L, bLb, EBcs v 5o
BETTHF BEL 3501, ChZUT TN 5 v & 2RESERT 5 RFNId 2515 - Ko
RoDBERT 2 E:Bbhs, TOHFII>WTOHERBAREONE RN D TR OKE~EL L 1C
50, TOEREELHLDOYLL, 2HEEOMERPORIEEM S oD ICERBEOHRISENS S
HUAHREETRT I LBRFICET 260 TH 10 EEX 5,
DHEOEIN L ZRMBRBOZHMEIZDONT

AEBROBRIIERNNCDEOENIC X 3HASAGETH 5, LHLENEERC, FHch~xri
GF & HF 4% Fillld 3 BoORE L 3H0E T, LEOEROFAC LS B EERL TV S,
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Kd4D2{THNVR =4 7 2 4 OKMEFOFER T, BEOFKERH 010 OBE, BBy -
5V Y LRBHORERTIREVOTERBME JIRITIZO0ZBALEHHETEENTES, L
L, Z0ORILARFREICE->T, 010 DIFE, 0MBHEEEZERMLLEDSDOT] 2RIEFRET ST
LHTE B,

Z 5% OROEBEENIC TR BN GF 2507 3, DEOEHIASEREIICHEE LT
WBZ LR, BNy ARINCH L TH - TV AL TRIZODVWTTH B, HhARFIIHLTE b
W5V LhEdITREVHZHMT Z5E, BRTEEPA) M 06 BEORKICKS 5 v 7 LN E
W& BT ERIAEI SN T WA (Falk & Konold, 1997; Bar-Hillel & Wagenaar, 1993), 7 v ¥ 4 @8
DA, KEADEESICRIFRRITHERTRY L CERT M, £ MIDRBROAKTH - THEHE
BREROROELECZILTEILETURNICEROELE REL D, FROZEBEHEECRMES
5, COMEMBELBEHIZS v 5 L2 ROREMICL BHLBEZI - ERTHEET S, — 4, £+
DIy L REE YRR AEHRD S, AEBRONVR —A 7 24 XOFERBTXTH
BIDSTIHET & %0 pA) D06 BEERG I Vv /4L LD LYW AT 0T, BROZEILIZ VG
BICERICH 0T HEZFRL 2 GER BLB3), 37, Bl X LAy —vids v 5o
BTRELLVELLETHEERMT 300, FRRXEMNEEET 595 — v &2 OlEET 2 M %R L
(B2) (see Lopes & Oden, 1987), L7ch3- T, LVEOBEAN S v ¥ 2 RFNCxE T 250K « ¥R o %=
HEAL, CORLYGF 2ixiAd 5,

L Lo, REBOEL2—YRF 1y 7 BREBENTHS 30FEDM, BERTERBOEZ oMWW
WEOEETHVHRI TV S, FRHOECARHMERATH 2 VHOBEIGBHREBE L 2K b
Ty ZICEA 5 Z TV B I E N L (Gigerenzer, 2000), EREICBIEIhTWAIEE, LTV
FLABHEENP OV SR HLERELDS VI LTHLEHEEZ LT WVEEAFE>TVWEIETH
%, Falk and Konold (1997) i3—f&#ic, REHDO L2 -V RF 4 v 7135 v ¥ L RVICER L TER
BMEMBITITEIRDVTDH-E 65 LLFHAEEZ TV AN, ZOFRITNIEVEIERHL TV 5,
AEROERIZS v 5 L R OHEXIM OO » oS uiETH 505, LT LOREMEOE2—Y R
F4 v I ETETELDOTIREV, bEAABRTR, REMHDOL2-YRF 4y 72BRLILEA
T, WOGFBHEUWHO HF L 200 O FRIOMBEEEE LTES, LhL, 7 v5Faxz204E
% o I ILEBRICIRERIRE T H B C EATREN TV B, filZ 1, Neuringer (1986) Tid7 4 — /¥y 2
EBAHBEBUIETE  NRI VI LRYOERAETESEZEARLIL, 5V ¥ L% RO « HIlr
25 GF & HF 23BHAlgETH 5 & ¢ hud, 5HE - HIliD#R{EL GF « HF & OBRIIKREHCET 5, 3250
HIERBAORRIE TR, DL KERIRMEAETH 2HEL NV TR EED TV T LIEGF &
HF OB SO 1bIcS%iTbh 2 NEBHETH S LBbN S,
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REMBALRD B1o001c, BEMHE (V=10) OXBRBMEORILS| 7 — ¥ L3HET RG] 57— 5 b
5 2340 RAITD 1 FD 7 — & 2R L REZEBERKERD . (K 1Do COHEDEFHEMEERIT 100
12, F— 95 3EBREBMEOIRE A5~ ¥~<4 XL, XEMBA% 5[EKkH7, FTRE&E7 24 X
TIho 5RIDOTEHPIDERERTR L, 1 v 7 x4 XTREFEELSHEMWRINI—F, <X —
17 24 XTREHHBEBIRREN LGS -1, COHRRK ] LEICERIERLTV 3,
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Sine Phase
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Bernoulli Phase
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&¥l B-1
KBl KB LBERp BLUH TN
XRHEER IS, 0" 1ch B p HBLUEINHEMTH N EENIL TV 5,
“0” “00” “000” “0000” “longer”
Sine p 0.497 0.505 0.523 0.580 0.563
N 5320 2080 1040 400 160
Bernoulli P 0513 0.490 0.452 0.468 0.463
N 5120 2800 1080 280 80
“0" “10” “010" “1010" “longer”
Sine » 0.520 0.505 0.503 0.476 0.480
N 4040 2080 1600 760 560
Bernoulli p 0479 0.506 0.529 0.525 0.440
N 4240 2720 1320 800 200
“0" 10" “110" “1110" “longer”
Sine » 0.520 0.491 0.494 0.505 0.529
N 4040 3240 1000 640 280
Bernoulli P 0.479 0.522 0.502 0.521 0.505
N 4240 2400 1680 760 200
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&¥l B-2
#B2 RA4HBLALBERp BLUY Y TLVHN
XEHEEEH (&, 0" IcHcb p B LUBTNICHELT 5 N 2EHL TV 5,
“0" “00” “000” “longer”
Sine P 0.708 0.749 0.746 0.710
(after success) N 2593 990 531 496
Bernoulli p 0.710 0.686 0.701 0.684
(after success) N 2537 1380 509 158
Sine p 0.295 0.294 0.291 0.334
(after failure) N 2727 1050 509 464
Bernoulli P 0.311 0.309 0.247 0.297
(after failure) N 2663 1380 531 202
“0" “10” “010" “1010" “longer”
Sine P 0.739 0.713 0.730 0.656 0.700
(after success) N 2017 1005 801 363 424
Bernoulli p 0.690 0.699 0.725 0711 0.750
(after success) N 2047 1371 663 391 112
Sine P 0.303 0.299 0.275 0.312 0.308
(after failure) N 2023 1115 799 397 416
Bernoulli p 0.292 0.293 0.330 0.347 0.298
(after failure) N 2113 1429 657 409 168
“0" “10" “110” “1110" “longer”
Sine p 0.739 0.705 0.715 0.695 0.738
(after success) N 2017 1588 480 311 214
Bernoulli p 0.690 0.723 0.697 0.710 0.683
(after success) N 2047 1166 829 397 145
Sine b 0.303 0.293 0.290 0.290 0.332
(after failure) N 2023 1612 520 369 226
Bernoulli p 0.292 0.331 0.286 0.314 0.281
(after failure) N 2113 1234 931 363 135




