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Japanese Children's Images of Aged Persons

—An Approach Based on the Social Representation Theory—

ST (e
Yoh Murayama

Past research based on social cognition investigated the processes underlying
perception formation. However, children’s images of aged persons can be in-
fluenced by daily interactions with their grandparents. Therefore, this study
examined children’s perceptions of aged persons from the viewpoint of the social
representation theory. A questionnaire (wherein the participants could freely
describe their perceptions of aged persons and the nature of their relationships
with their grandparents) was administered to 189 students in grades 5-6 of an
elementary school. In order to consider various represeniations, data was
collected using a formula questionnaire and analyzed using the text mining
method. The results revealed that the interactions with grandparents influence
children’s perception formation of aged persons.
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