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Study on the “Increase” of Parents’ Suicide Comes with the
Murder of Their Own Children in Meiji-Taisyou Era

o B\ FE
Muneki Wada

This paper is focusing on “Oyako-Shinjyu”. “Oyako-Shinjyu” is a kind of
suicide of parents which comes with the murder of their own children. In the
most of the advanced countries, “Oyako-shinjyu” must be taken simply as a
combination of the suicide and the very vicious crime of the murder of children.
But in Japan, it is said that they take that with a sympathy or compassion
because they don't take indivisuals into accout but make much of a bond family
itself. Such kind of view comes from the traditional style of Japanese society
oriented family—*"Ie”".

But through the research and analysis of the newspapers publishd in Meiji-era,
we found that Japanese people were not so inclined to inclined to feel compas-
sion with “Oyako-Shinjyu”. This new finding can be expected to contribute to
the theory of Japanese style of family.
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