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Research on ESL Learner’'s Visual Word Recognition

—Relationship between Decoding Strategy and Phonological Awareness—

H o B — BR*
Shinichiro Kakihana

Recent studies on ESL learners’ visual word recognition have reported that
skills and processes developed in first language (L1) orthography transfer to
visual word recognition processes in English. The purpose of this article is to
re-examine the findings of ESL learners’ visual word recognition studies in terms
of ESL learner's phonological awareness, which is known to be related to reading
development in L1. The paper first reviews the studies on L1 reading develop-
ment in English speaking countries, providing a brief overview of notion of
phonological awareness and its relations to reading development. It then illus-
trates cross-linguistic variations in development of phonological awareness by
comparing people of different L1 orthographical or phonological background.
Further, it reviews findings on ESL learners’ visual word recognition studies,
illustrating that ESL learners who have logographic L1 backgrounds tend to
decoc‘ie English printed word by whole word based strategy. Finally, the paper
explores the possibilities to re-interpret the findings in terms of well-reported
low level of phonemic awareness of people who have no alphabetic script in L1.
Impli‘cations for ESL education for Japanese speakers are discussed.
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A VEBEE TIOUTEGEEICRLT, SHENLELERT S EFEERLMESE (LW
“room” % “rume”) & FHEEWMLIEE TR T 2 HHEAGGERLIMEE (/& 21, “thair” Xt “theer”) %3
Mil7co EETRIEOREL D BREORBERITT 2HHBE,L - 1oh, ZOENROREL DR
HAGEEE TH - 1,
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—7%, Akamatsu (1999) (3, “HEFHFHOBAE LWVWIHETET V7 7 Xy FEOEDREHML
BIKEROBRZIERL TV 3, Hid, vy +EBEEL. TEEEE (Y4 v BBEoFREERE
hTuwisw), BEREZEICHL T, BEOSHEE L case alternation FE & WEh 2 FHRE % £
L 7o case alternation SRR & 13, BEOXFA*—XFEXICAXFICLcbD (F0E£ZE, “cAsE”)
AR LBHRIEELEVIBDTH B, COEROER, WEDOTHMBEL case alternation FEDIE
EROER, _Ny+EFELYBERERE, PEEZHSOABRKEVENRIN I, BT B,
TNT 7y FEEOE R, XFHEOREMEROMEFCHSEREZY MRS HE LV L
TH b, &5, Akamatsu (2003) ZEOFEBRELE L NVOBEICHIRL TW 5, ZOERTE,
hEEZEE (v 4 v RB1E), BEEZE, Ny v BZELTRICED, KXEEL/NLFEORL - 1
BEBETEMNILNELZ) THOWIELFRT B RDOoN, FOER, 2BItBVT, BiET
TOUBRENEL N, TOERIEEREESE, PEEEEDOHVKED -1,

CHNODRERREDLSKBIRENIRELDEA I o O EODOBIROTIREME X, BEEICKIT 58
RHEXFHEEBRRHIO A = X & (BEFEE OB BEENICREOXFHIERRIC bEB LI,
WS EDTH DB, EE LRICHFIHEIERNICCOBREN->TW5A (& 2, Akamatsuy,
1999, p.399) Tid, TNV 7 7 Xy MEOHFERIRBXFEHEOWRIIB VW T HEFRUBIIKELL L
EWSH T EHDIEA I Dy FNICETEHWBHRELUTICET L S,

Cheung (1995) i3, &0 7 %F (FHEH 12.0%) & 10 ¥F CHIEH 165.28%) OREFHE
DEFRBI BB EEREEDL I NEBOSTRT 20 ERFT LTV 3, ZDRER, #nmmmﬁ
HOBHE NFHEOERRALLOEHOTT, EHAEOBRBOFRICRLFS L0 IHEEEIR
FEORBETH 1o COZ LT, IHhITREBTHEShTELO LA, BEOTFLEbIIBL

bEHRNIBEEN O SIESEE X FREIMOERMLBFREL TV B I EARLTVS,

F /o, Cheung (1999) (2, HEHOF L HICEREROIIFEZTYV, CORAFEE ST IAMNEIREEL
TW3, Cheung 3EGFER 127 OB L 158 MOBE F W FNFHEDRIIGH L FHBHICHT, A
BHICRBEROS, A% 71 LORIEDIEEIT-1co TORER, FLOBIEL CIIFHFED
AR L CAEOEMSBD Shtc, 1oL, EROBICRMBEIR b »coT, 25 LI
HROEECOIMBEE>SDOh S LI,

& 5T, R L/ Holm & Dodd (1996) i3, hEZA L, O DFFELE L H/ED O OBFLEDOKBEERS
BEORELHBRL TV A, JEREORBIcEV TR, FHOPEERPERTOE & 0 RELE
Mot lHELTVWSE, MEREELRECAVWVTVWALVLWSIATRESLOT, TOERIOHET
RESN-SEEBOSEICRTEEMBRYTH A,

hoDl e, ETNVT7 7 Xy P ZEBEORENIKEN S BEEZAMORRICBEAL TR, ko X
D BRRSER O SLOFREYEAS B B T L, TN T 7> Xy F EEBEDER, BETTLVI 7 Xy b
RAHOTORVAHICERERORZENEN, TOERE L TEEICB LT OHERNEIKE QLR
BEREht:, EVWHITETH, ORI, ERLAL I LNERKOTFESICBVTLEEXFHE
FHIO RN & SEEBHMMBHE LTV B & (Cheung, 1995, 1999), Fi [ UthEEFETLEHL
hETEVMHSH B Z & (Holm & Dodd, 1996) 2 biREAL 5 %, XL, ZoOMRTHRBAD>EICL W
F— b b, 0 —vFEEBEOEREFEORENFREIMIBVWTOHEENUENBETH S &
VWHIETH D, THIBALTE, o—FHEOKPOBS CHEAMHEDRS LY, 50 IEHER
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DO HDFFEDI DI, BR/ 71 LBFBUHOREFECTDCHEEL TCORWARENSEZ Sh 3,
H BV Akamatsu (1999) SHAFEET E L S WEFOMM 2 # = X LH S OBEENIEHELE WHSEHE S
HIEFERI >TL2D0hb LBV, TOVWFANBELVDS, H3VIEBVWTFRALELVOMIESHE
FAHNHRR T N EEHELSMETH 3,

5. b

KFFR TR, AEEL L CRBL2FESBOXTERHEIHE VHOMELFTRERLVOBA» ol L
T&lo INSOHMADRENIRIE T HANIC, AR THBRLAATREZE L0 LI,

BIHITE, KEOREFEORAYEMALME L, KENFHERNOGBICEIERER VL
5S4 LEBMOFENEERBEERIL L TOAIEERL, F2HTR, BEOCBRARIITLZ 7
Ny PEAVEOEEBRCBOTIERERS HHCRELLWILERL, E3HTREBRFEROE
WIRE->THEREM 1 2B HBOREBCEOMEL DB EARLL, BREOFE 4TI, BED

EHRBERVET VT 7 Xy P ROEORBEXFHETHORYERET L, ThBSEEILEITKREL
bDTHBIERR LI, &5i, ZOMIEHRR, SEERSTOCRELLVI &2 SREEMICE
U dERTdh etk 25 L 7o

NSO ERL S, BAREBFEOIEXFHEBEIMICDVLWTEDL S WREBEONEDIES S b,

FERIEBF LV oL OFRIR BREEESRENMIBICREL B ERE > EE2RLTVSE, T
LIz i3 s AR VBB L TREWNILEA 5, HUABEDEWHEENE 2 HDEEREOX
BETRAEVTHROVIEAS, Bt b, BAEFECBVWTREBROI e HROERIC, EBERME W
SBRDBEMETH ZBREAF SN E LTV 20N H B L 0D T & TH S, FEMIC, Akamatsu
(2002) TR XFEHEORENMEBAF AT TE VBSICIEAEEZ T CXEORES OFEEH
EBEBEMWRENT WS,

TR, 5 LR AERES B ICREDL I HAENTRER DA S b, ZDEZR, THL1
MIBHRBEINEIRBELE L HDZBZAANCL-TRIEBES D, 0EH>DENIZ, Akamatsu (1999) i
HESNB L1, REREOUERNIETL L 2WETIRICAVONTELNEA D =X ahb
DEEMEBICL>THELZEVI b DTH B, COREMELVWETIZE, BAREEREOIEFH
ERHOBERNE, EEOFEHEIEDHEVWEOEZISZIENTERLVWEITHS, IV LEL>DRAR,
BEHREHBLVLSM LAEBORENTTATHBLHICI DL S SNHBRASERINZE VS DT
HB, CORAMELVETHIE, WOPDHRIIKOILDE S 3, UTiIcZzOBEEBREL H,

B—lo, REHBOOHIC, d50VEZNICEL->TERER 51 2B R EET LS Lg%
EETELEVIDTH S, TR, F1IHTERNLLI KKEOREFZEOHATBICH L THEE
LFtwd, $, ZOBRVEVDIR, FE4HTRNICL D ICHEEOFEDOHEIBL THERED
DN EAE EIFTVWB EWS T ETHS (Cheung, 1999), HAZEIEFHITE VLTS T DBEOIIELTY
Badblr ot a3 +9Icd 51555,

BT, JOBEBHIN o —<FEHBETI LW ENEIONS, ChETRIERLANTE &
Sz, FEARTEHFHETEIME L bIChERELZRY, EEEZAVTWAILbhrbo T, SEEROE
Blie 4 v E2RVARIEOEBIHOMICEW (#2& Z1E, Cheung, et al, 2001 &), X 6#:@%??
WD, BETREEL/NERIEISEITVWRIZbhhb O T, HEOTERY, EHEWH
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A, & biIchERLOANFE VI ETHS (Holm & Dodd, 1996), Zh 513, W THNEEET
TNT7 7Ry hROBILEEREAOTO IO EL S EREHRREICE > THENLEVWHI I EERELT
W3, D—FFEEVA VEIBEOERERZICBLTHMNGEHZRLLTVWEEVS ETREET
H5H50T, BREEFHEVS LVFEETORBIGEVWEVIRALTES b LAV, UL, B
BOEHICE VA VINER | FERICBASKEBHEOTTH2BO®REEH-> T 3D L
O—2FERAFERP CBASNThREOEEECTERDOD 3L EFH->TVWEbIFTEIEV, THL
teEEREL, J0FEBNL o -<FEHEBEETICLET, BELITHLTAT7 7 Xy P 2RV EHAE
BEHE (P4 v ERVWAHEEGETNE) TNTRHESHFTE L LAKN L, XL, O
HRETIOREETHILBBALVOT, ThAERT 510L, X5IEL OFEIENHEE, AE
EHEOEENICT IEREEHIT ILENH DA,
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