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The Teacher’s Training of Terakoya School in
Edo-Tokyo City

B M -y

Kaoru Fujita

In Edo-Tokyo City, there were a lot of professional teachers of terakoya
schools. However, it has been said that there were no particular training or
license to become a professional teacher. Is that true?

In this paper, through the comparative study of Hitsudohshika Jinmeiroku
Shohen; a guide book of terakoya schools in Edo City with some official docu-
ments of establishment of private elementary schools in Tokyo City, the facts of
teacher’s training and license in feudalistic system are traced. There were some
important schools training many teachers and those schools offered them li-
censes and names after the school names. In Edo-Tokyo City, a large number of
professional teachers of terakoya schools realized that training and license were
required before establishing their schools. It is supposed that this realization
facilitated their acceptance of modern teacher’s training and license system
adopted by the Tokyo Prefecture.
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