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Images of China and Chinese appeared in the Japanese mass media,

focusing on TV program series, “Kokoga hendayo nihonjin”

th EN HE* - K it B**

Akashi Yamamoto Shigeru Hagiwara

The purpose of the present paper is to investigate the relationship between
images of China and Chinese depicted in TV program series “Kokoga hendayo
nihonjin” and those held by Japanese university students. After briefly review-
ing previous studies, both questionnaire survey and content analysis of TV
programs, on images of China and Chinese, China-related contents of this par-
ticular TV program were thoroughly examined. It was found that, in “Kokoga
hendayo nihonjin”, (1) the images of China and Chinese presented by non-Chinese
participants, i.e., Japanese and other foreigners, were mostly negative and often
related to crimes committed by Chinese in Japan, and (2) Chinese participants
claimed about Japanese prejudice against and unequal treatments of Chinese in
Japan, as well as ignorance and biased views on the side of Japanese regarding
various social issues, including the World War II. The implications of these
results were discussed in relation to the China/Chinese images obtained from the
questionnaire survey.
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