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Parody as Resistance in Butler's Thought
—Compared with Cornell—

E ¥ @& —*
Shinichi Nagano

In both normative and descriptive senses, identity politics is sometimes re-
garded as typical as a style of resistance related to sex, sexuality, gender. On the
other hand, there is another perspective that argues that identity politics has to
be interrogated critically. Especially, some criticisms have been formed against
discourses that advocate the return to essential identity, after publishing of
Histoire de la sexualité vol. 1 by Michel Foucault. This critical tendency has been
accelerated in feminism and studies on sexual minorities after Judith Butler's
Gender Trouble. In these writings, it is thought to be necessary to refrain from
presupposing categories guaranteed with some substances when we discuss
resistances. In this paper, I share this cautionary hesitation, because essentialism
of categories is dangerous in that it neglects to watch the risk of totalitarian
erasure of differences, and discuss what kinds of resistances are possible while
we support criticisms of identity politics. Firstly, I discuss whether supporting
the resistance that is skeptical about categories of identity means rejecting
completely such categories. Secondly, I discuss the strategy that Drucilla Cornell
shows. She argues that the metaphorical refiguration of “Women” is needed
while accepting deconstruction of categories. Thirdly, I discuss some possibili-
ties of parody as a resistance, which is the strategy that Butler offers in Gender
Trouble. And I examine relations between Cornell and Butler. Through the
whole, I do a preliminary discussion to think possibilities of society accepting
diverse differences.
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