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A Theory of Imazawa Jikai's Lifelong Education

(ETR R ¥
Aya Yamanashi

The purpose of this study is to explain Imazawa Jikai's library theory as a
theory of lifelong education.

Through practices in the library, he developed “life-long education” theory
constituted of two types of integration: one is horizontal integration of library
and school; the other, which starts after school, is vertical integration of them.

His theory was distinctive in that the education for children and adults should
be constituted as the means of attaining “ life-long education.”

Besides “life-long education” in the library was considered to contribute not
only to individual learning but also to cultivate oneself to take an active part in
the society.

On the other hand, there was a contradiction in Imazawa'’s theory. Despite the
fact that he recommended reading based on one’s free and spontaneous will, the
criterion of good books was decided only by librarians, which can be said
“limitation” of Imazawa’'s theory.

In this paper it is demonstrated that it is necessary to locate the possibility and
limitation of Imazawa’s theory in the history of lifelong education, which will
also help to consider the educational role of libraries today.
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