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1950 FUC B I 2 BRI F O A EILER

Tsurumi Kazuko’s “life-recording” theory in the 1950s

| 1l fikx
Yu Wada

In the field of post-war Japanese social history and/or cultural history, Kazuko
Tsurumi is referred to as an intellectual who was involved with the life-
recording movement in the 1950s. She is generally acclaimed for her praxis
which took root in the everyday lives of the common people and has been
regarded as one model of the transformation of enlightenment. However, when
examining the life-recording theory of Tsurumi in the context of the 1950s, one
can see that her reflections seldom confronted her own position as an intellec-
tual, basing herself in an exclusive position and not seeing the common people as
the other. On the other hand, Hiroshi Noma, as opposed to Tsurumi, encountered
the life-recording movement as an opportunity for questioning his self as an
intellectual. What made this encounter fruitful is Noma’s way of thinking in
which social relations are considered as an aggregation of contradictions and
inconsistencies. The following thesis clarifies that such inadequecy in Tsurumi’s
thoughts hindered her transformation from a “spectator” intellect.
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