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Social education practices at Tokyo City Library

—PFocused on the ideas and activities of Imazawa Jikai—

A H $*
Aya Yamanashi

The purpose of this study is to investigate the social education practice at
Tokyo City Library, focusing on the ideas and activities of Imazawa Jikai (1882~
1968).

It has been recognized that the government of the time laid strict regulations
on libraries of its forming social education system.

However, it was revealed that Tokyo City Library introduced various prac-
tices that lived up to the people’s cultural demand in urban communities.

Under Imazawa’s guidance, in which the library was characterized as a user-
oriented and life-long education institution, Tokyo City Library progressed and
developed.

While there were “innovative” bureaucrats, who regarded the significance of
library as an instructive institution where people nurtured their spontaneous
desire to learn.

Through studying Imazawa’s enlightening ideas and that of bureaucrats’, 1
would like to consider some aspects of practices at Tokyo City Library.
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