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The Source of Musical Education in the modern China
—The Ideal Background of the School Song—
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Gao Jing

The rise of the movement of the School Song has been regarded as the origin
of musical education in the modern China. Most studies, however, have con-
cluded that the movement of the School Song was only one process to introduce
the western music into China. They emphasized on the external factor of how
the western music had influence on the movement via Meiji Era in Japan. Hence
these studies attributed the internal factor of the movement to political request
to cultivate the nationalism, using the contents of the western music. However
in this paper, by focusing on ideas among the intellectuals after the Opium War
in the Qing dynasty, the ideal background of the School Song as the internal
factor would be examined. As a conclusion, a role of how the Confucian
Learning in Confucianism contributed the musical education into a part of
school curriculum would be argued.
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