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FEBERICIUT 2 ¥R

Sociological Theorists against Neo-Liberalism

A T
Toyoki Hirabayashi

At the beginning of the 21st century (in 2001), A. Giddens, A. Touraine, and
P. Bourdieu are the most famous sociological theorists all over the world. They
not only excel in theorists but also are well known as critics of the present social
condition and of neo-liberalism.

Giddens is a staff officer of prime minister T. Blair. Giddens’ “the Third Way”
policy is, in fact, like one of the centre-right.

Touraine attaches importance to social movements to demand cultural rights.
He gives priority to work, sustainable developpment, and intercultural commu-
nication.

Bourdieu advocates social movements to aim at the universal without imperi-
alism and at transnational welfare States.

There are the common argument and the difference among Giddens, Touraine
and Bourdieu.

They emphasize the utility of the left. The idea of the left has the followmg
three features. First, it professes the guarantee of the all individual liberty and
all people's equality. Secondly, it does not trust the market but permits the
economic intervention of government. Thirdly, it guarantees the autonomy of
various social categories including minorities in their centre, and aims at univer-
salism and internationalism.

However, a view of Giddens is much different from that of Touraine and
Bourdieu.

Giddens thinks himself to be a social democrat. But, he also takes the
economic efficiency and the market seriously. Therefore, his insistence is to give
opportunities, involvement in public space, and education, to all members of a
society. For him , this insistence is the renewal of civil society. However, it is
only an encouragement of efforts of the individual, community, familly, NPO,
NGO, etc. In his works, civil society (public space) is not defined clearly at all.

Touraine thinks important the social movements of minorities, the city, the
trade union, etc. They are clearly defined. A theory of Touraine does not
harmonize with that of Bourdieu at all. Nevertheless, their insistences have
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following two common features. First, to defend minorities’ rights links realization of truely
universal ideas. Secondly, the internationalism should be aimed at on condition that the nation
State becomes breakwaters against financial capitalism. Touraine and Bourdieu do not deviate
from above-mentioned features of the idea of the left. According to them, social movements are
ought to appeal the function of social welfare by State, and then, to aim at defending rights of all
people through defending rights of minorities. The State and the union of States (ex. EU), if only
recognizing social and cultural rights, function as the agent of truely equal and universal welfare

to all people.
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