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Images of “Foreigners” Represented in a TV program series,
“Kokoga hendayo nihonjin” ‘

w8 B e I BEx*
Akiko Sibuya Shigeru Hagiwara

As part of a larger project on TV stereotyping, we investigated how the images
of “foreigners” were represented in Kokoga hendayo nihonjin (This is a strange
country you Japanese live in), a prime-time variety show in which 100 foreigners
gathered in a studio to discuss various issues with Japanese personalities and
participants. By analyzing themes or topics of discussion in 146 broadcasts from
October 1998 to March 2002, we found that the word “foreigner” was likely to be
used (a) to arouse unfavorable images, (b) mostly by Japanese participants, (c)
especially in themes related to the categories of culture, social practices, mar-
riage and crime. In addition, the program contained video clips featuring
activities of particular foreign individuals, and those video clips were found to
represent favorable and anti-stereotypic images of “foreigners,” in contrast to
negative stereotypes attributed to “foreigners” by Japanese participants in the
discussion.

Key words: foreigners, stereotype, variety show, television
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