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On “Articulation™

A Study of Linguistic Socialization and Identity

0B M F
Asako Mukuo

The purpose of this paper is to examine the theory of “articulation™ which has
been developed by Stuart Hall who is known as a leader in the field of cultural
studies. The term of “articulation” has a double meaning; a sense of speaking or
expressing on one hand, and a sense of connecting parts on the other (though the
linkages are not necessary). It is thus understood that a theory of articulation is
both a way of understanding how ideological elements come, under certain
conditions, to cohere together within a discourse, and a way of asking how they
do or do not become articulated, at specific conjunctures, to certain political
subjects.

Methodologically, there are two approaches in the discussions on identity:
structural-functionalism and interpretive paradigm. Hall mediates them dialec-
tically, and enables to show that the subject is discursively constructed. He
describes that identification is not only being but also becoming, that is, identities
are not static or essentialized but always ‘on-going’ and be in the wars of
position.

In this article, I would like to discuss the theory of articulation, and try to
expand this idea into a linguistic socialization theory.
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