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M. Weber’s Experiences in America and Criticism of German Society

—Protestant “Sekten” and the Spirit of Democracy—

= F+ E B F*
Mariko Mikami

In the beginning of the 20" century, M. Weber had visited the United States of America and
this experience influenced not only his work in political sociology, but also in other areas of
sociology. He was mainly concerned about freedom in modern society. He thought that in
modern society we were losing freedom for him that meant losing human dignity. This
pessimistic view made him consider the possibilities of democracy as a system of protection
for freedom. The experiences in America stimulated his ideas about this issue. In America
there were many religious and non-religious groups (protestant “Sekten” and secular clubs)
that were completely voluntary and exclusive. M. Weber was interested in the activities of
these “Sekten” and clubs and he found that they were the primary ethical influence for modern
citizens as the basis of American democracy. He found in America the possibility of democra-
cy in modern society which also provided the possibility of freedom. Thus, the main purpose
of this paper is to examine M. Weber's discussions about American democracy and its
relationship to protestant “Sekten” and clubs. Then I will also examine his experience in
America and finally 1 will consider that his ideas on American democracy strengthened his
criticism of German society and German democracy.
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