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Rethinking Economic Anthropology of Karl Polanyi

—The Position of “Forms of Integration’——

ek Hi S H*
Tatsuya Oda

In the general estimation for the theory of K. Polanyi, there is a tendency to concentrate on
the presentation that societies have three kinds of patterns in their economies. But this
understanding is surface. This paper shows that these patterns the “Forms of Integration” are
not a stereotype of societies, but based on the epistemology of three dimensions.

Secondly for the investigation of the contemporary validity of this concept, compares with
the concepts of the French sociological-anthropological scholarship led by Durkheim, Mauss,
and Bourdieu. This study confirm the position of “Forms of Integration”. Namely, this concept
is the mediation between the “(collective) structure” and “(personal) action”,

At last, shows the dynamic model based on this thinking. This model means that the scope
of “Forms of Integration” is not limited of the “economy” in a narrow sense, but extend into the

area of “transaction” in human actions.
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