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On the Role of Music in Confucian Education Theory

—In the Context of the Inter-relations of Music, Odes, and Rites—

= fp*

Gao, Jing

“Be stimulated by odes, take your stand on rites, and be perfected by music” are the three
steps of learning, says Confucius in The Analects. Why is music the final step leading to
perfection? According to Confucius, odes, rites, and music are different by nature and play
different roles in learning and personal development. This paper explores and illustrates the
nature of music from the Confucianist point of view by looking at the inter-relations of the

three steps of learning.
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