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The practice of a “new” home economics education at the public

high schools in Kyoto Prefecture in the 1970s:
The implications of choosing an occupation as a seikatsusha

(person with an ability to make up a living)

2 & = F
Takahide Kurose

At the beginning of the 1970s, there was a high school teachers’ movement in Kyoto
Prefecture to designate home economics as a required subject for male students as well as
female students. It was put into practice in 1973.

The movement also aimed to create a new home economics education which was beyond
teaching housework such as cooking and needlework. The “new” subject was intended to
enable students to learn about their social relationships through their life and to make
students capable of solving problems with family life. Inspiring students to think about their
living and occupation, the new subject was supposed to have an effect on their choice of
occupation. The practice of the new home economics education was expected to shape a
student into a setkatsusha, who takes living as a whole including both production and
consumption.

Because of its comprehensive character, the subject needed to cover such extensive contents
and overcome territorial conflicts among high school teachers. Thus an attempt to teach home
economics as a comprehensive civil education met with much difficulty.
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