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The Entrance Examination of the Higher Schools in the
Former Half of the Taisho Era

—The Discussion on the Entrance Examination and
the Reformation of the Screening System—

=5 B Om 0 o

Takehiro Yoshino

In the former half of the Taisho era, despite the unchangingness of the number of the higher
schools, applicants for higher schools increased. This article focuses on how the entrance
examination became harsh by the increase of the examinees and how the government,
especially Monbusho (Ministry of Education), and the higher schools coped with this situation.

In those days, ‘Examination Hell’ was deemed to be problematic Lo the people. A lot of
discussions on the entrance examination as well as the higher schools themselves occurred and
the actual reformation of both of them delayed. In those discussions the abolishment of the
enirance examination was rarely asserted, on the contrary for the examinees to live in a higher
society the necessity of the success of the entrance examination was sometimes emphasized.

At first, the common questions were used in the entrance examination of the higher schools
and each school decided the successful applicants. This method had been adopted since 1909.
In 1917, the screening method changed into the revived one that was adopted from 1902 and
was abolished in 1908. Moreover, why this revival occurred was the same as the first
adaptation in 1902. The gap of the passing score among higher schools became a serious

problem.
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