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Modernization and Transition of Reading

—Discussion of Character Building through Reading——

TR S

Aya Yamanashi

After the Meiji Restoration, the technical innovation of printing made it possible that not
only educated people but also people of various classes shared the opportunity to access
“reading activity”. The prevalence of newspapers and magazines and general improvement of
literacy contributed to form a habit of reading among people. In the process, the form of
reading shifted from “reading by means of a teller” to “reading individually”. Moreover, books
came to serve as a guide to one’s character building or orientation of life. Whereas, reader’s
classes were divided according to what they read, which can be considered as one of the causes
of ideological separation between readers, which were to happen later.

In this article, by analyzing reading activities and their history, it is suggested that we
understand how reading affected character building and forming ideas.
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