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The dynamism in Nietzsche's perspectivism

—A preliminary study of Nietzsche’s theory of self-formation——

™ 22 &*
Takashi Naito

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) has been known as a radical critic of Western tradition,
with its truth, morality and God. What he called “the death of God” meant not only the waning
or demise of the Christian-moral interpretation of life and the world, but also the abandonment
of anything like the God-hypothesis including all demi-divine absolutes. On the basis of such
standpoint, he espoused perspectivism rejecting the idea of the very possibility of absolute
knowledge and value-standard transcending all perspectives that are evaluated in the service
of our needs and desires which he called “will to power”.

Though his perspectivism can be taken mainly from its relativistic aspect, this paper
indicates that the perspectivism includes a characteristic dynamism in which we form and
develop our own way of seeing ourselves and the world and that the dynamism proceeds both
from his denial of fixing up a certain perspective as the only one and from his ailing experience
which made him fully aware of the possibility that we could live on another perspective.
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