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“Japanese Working Consciousness” Studies: Their Historical
Changes and Problems

an r*
Du Xin

The purpose of this study is to review the changes in Japanese working consciousness. The
research attempts to clarify the changing processes of work ethic and to provide an adequate
explanation of the characteristics of contemporary Japanese. The focus is especially placed
upon young people. As a preliminary research, I reviewed the studies that made significant
contributions to these fields from the Meiji era up to today. Starting from the drastic social
changes following the Meiji restoration, [ attempted to describe the historical changes in
industrial structure and economic factors with their influence on gender and age groups.
Provided with this background, the analysis of how those changes affect Japanese working

consciousness was performed.
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