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The introduction process of the new technology in agriculture and food
—the spread of the Cold Chains in Japan:1960-2000—

t B o P
Yohei Doi

In Japan, there have been tremendous changes in agriculture and food consumption in terms
of both quality and quantity, and one of the key factors of these changes is the spread of 'Cold
Chains’. The purpose of this paper is to show how Cold Chains have spread and have had
impact by using 'commodity systems analysis’, one of the major methods in sociology of
agriculture and food. In conclusion, three points are made clear. First, the agribusiness firms
and the related ministries have mutually collaborated in building up the Cold Chain. Second,
as the Cold Chains spread, the Japanese agro-food system has expanded and the consumption
of the processed foods has increased. Last, the consumers have been unable to know these

process.
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