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The dichotomy over brain death problem

m % =\ —*
Eiichi Kato

Although The Organ Transplant law passed the Diet in 1997, organ transplant from brain
death has not taken root in Japan yet. The cultural factor and society institutional factor have

been pointed out heretofore as this reason.

However, I understand that the way of dispute of the problem of brain death/organ
transplant is quite different, when this problem is observed in comparison with the U.S. where
organ transplant from brain death is carried out most frequently in the world. While the
problem in the U.S. is taken as the problem of organ transplant, that in Japan taken as the

brain death problem.

Although cultural and society institutional factor theory is unable to disregard, the problem
of brain death/organ transplant as a social problem itself is one of the main factor that
restricts organ transplant in Japan. Especially, the dichotomy over brain death problem (brain
death VS cardiac death) is characteristic in the dispute of brain death problem in Japan.
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