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Examinees of the Higher Schools and Yobikos in the
Latter Half of Meiji Era

= S S TN

Takehiro Yoshino

After Kotogakko-Rei (Imperial Ordinance Relating to Higher Schools) in 1894, as applicants
for higher schools (Kyusei Kotogakko) increased, the entrance examination of higher schools
became harsh. This article focuses on how examinees prepare for the entrance examination in
the latter half of the Meiji era (approximately from1895 to 1910) and how yobikos (preparato-
ry schools for the entrance examination) developed accordingly in those days.

In the latter half of the Meiji era, most of examinees longed for the admission to Ichi-Ko (The
1st Higher School, in Tokyo) and many examinees of those days prepare for the entrance
examination in Tokyo. That is supposed to be derived not only from the lack of opportunities
for the preparation in the country but also from examinees’ longing for the metropolis, Tokyo.
Despite the frequent change of the screening method, the tendency and the attitude of the
examinees didn’t change because of the privilege higher school student could enjoy.

Yobikos developed especially in Tokyo that had many students. Though yobikos had been
in existence since the early Meiji era, they changed into the earnest 1-year institutions for the

preparation for the entrance examination.

To administrate yobiko was profitable to the

administrator because it could attract a number of students.
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