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DR IRBHIE AT 4 THREGRICBT 5 —EE

A study on risk perception and media effects theories

1 Z: H*

Akashi Yamamoto

Studies on mass media and risk have not fully examined the connection between risk
perception and mass communication theories. The purpose of this paper is to review studies
on mass media and risk perception and clarify the meanings of the term ‘risk perception’ in
mass communication research, and to examine how risk perception is related to media effects
theories. This work revealed that risk perception research is closely connected with media
effects research, especially with cultivation analysis and third-person effect research. Risk
perception research might have some contribution to the development and refinement of mass

communication research.
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