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HERBEARICB T 5 FHEDORER

History of Yobiko in Prewar Japan

ERE N N

Takehiro Yoshino

Yobiko (preparatory school) developed in Japan as did the modern Japanese education
which necessitated the harsh entrance examination system. This article focuses on the
emergence and development of yobiko during the prewar period.

From the beginning of Meiji era to the mid of it, yobiko served as the substitution of the
secondary educational institution because the public education of those days lacked them. As
the national educational system completed, the entrance examination of high schools became
“zero-sum game”. Accordingly new yobikos for the preparation for the entrance examination
came into being. Most of yobikos of those days were established by existing private schools.
From those days on some yobikos carried out mock exams and seasonal sessions.

In 1918 public and private universities were authorized. In the same year 7-year high
schools and public and private high schools were also authorized. The number of high schools
became fourfold. The number of the applicants to high schools increased and the need for
yobiko also increased. But yobikos established by existing private schools declined to vanish.

Even during the Pacific War, the aspiration to the higher education sustained. But the war

situation became more serious and yobikos were compelled to close.
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