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HSBETROUSMERICE T B2 5 7 7 —DIK

A Critical Note on the Social Constructionist Approach to
Metaphor in the Discourse of Social Problems

A IE *

Manabu Motojima

Social constructionist researchers have come to focus on metaphor used in the discourse of
social problems, as they have tried to elucidate the tacit processes of constructing what is
accepted as problematic or non-problematic in the discourse. Their contributions lie in
pointing out the generative role of metaphor and the deeper dimensions of the social construc-
tion of publicly sustained narratives by classifying types of metaphor—such as generative,
surface, and deep metaphors.

However, the social sciences researchers in studying the discourse of social problems have
not yet analyzed in sufficient detail the intersubjective phases of construcling persuasive
social narratives using the generative rhetorical power of metaphor. This is partly due to the
lack of theoretical elaboration on the nature of metaphor and its social use in reference {o the
intersubjective cognitive processes of shared social semantics for constructing social problems.

This paper attempts to contribute to overcoming this lack by linking the recently developed
cognitive semantic theory of metaphor to the social constructionisi perspective. First, present-
ing a critical review of the preceding studies of metaphor used in the discourse of social
problems, this paper points out the importance of a set of alternative distinctions of types of
metaphor—such as orientational, ontological, structural, and new metaphors—mainly based
on Lakoff’s cognitive linguistic elaboration on metaphor. In this way, the potential applicabil-
ity of cognitive semantics to sociologically pronounced discourse analysis is presented. The
theoretical focus of the former is inherently grounded within the social context, whereas the
preceding social analyses of the discourse of social problems have lacked insight into the
importance of the cognitive approach in clarifying the intersubjective phases of constructing
social narratives. Finally, this paper suggests the necessity for further research covering a
wider range of discourse case studies for understanding the significant role of metaphor in
constituting the discourse of social problems.
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ornithology---.
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[Fine and Christoforides 1991: 383 i h o fH&
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INFLATION IS AN ENTITY
<A YIViR—ODEETH B>
(b) If there’s much more inflation, we’ll never
survive.
<AvILhb- KT RIS, bhbhidd s
NiElns,>
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(d) Inflation makes me sick.

<A v7VRIELHLULESES>
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(e) Yesterday's resignation of Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan of Turkey stems from a
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Inflation is rising.

<AVIVBERLTVS>

The crime rate is going up.
<PRELERLTOE>

[Lakoff and Johnson 1980: iR 34 E XDk &
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