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Fa—AIl&BNN—H—DAEDIT
— [ FREHFEHOL] L LT—
Dewey’s Definition of Parker

As the Father of the Progressive Educational Movement

e o FE
Junko Mikami

[11

John Dewey having called Francis W. Parker “the father of the progressive educational
movement” is often cited. However, few researchers have examined why Dewey defined
Parker’s works in that way. This article studies what Dewey meant by the definition.

Dewey called Parker the father of the progressive educational movement in his essay, “How
Much Freedom in New Schools ?” in 1930. Dewey reviewed 1920’s progressive educational
movement in the essay. Dewey criticized the movement as one-sided child-centered education
for the following reasons. He argued that it emphasized children at the expense of subject
matter, under the scheme of children versus subject matter. And he argued that it was not
concerned with society. Dewey's essay suggested that Parker also had the scheme in his
statements. However, by calling him the father of the progressive educational movement,
Dewey did not intend to crilicize Parker as a one-sided child-centered educator. Rather, Dewey
recognized that Parker paid much attention to subject matier as well as to children in his
educational practices. Also, Dewey found that Parker was concerned with society. It is
suggested thal Dewey regarded Parker’s educational practices as different from the 1920’s
progressive educational movement. In other words, by calling Parker “the father of the
progressive educational movement,” Dewey intended to show that the origin of the movement,
which Parker contributed to, was different from the 1920's progressive educational movement.
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