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Social Heterogeneity: A Network Approach

w R W — B

Koichiro Matsuo

Urbanism theorists, especially Louis Wirth and Claude Fischer, argued that urban environ-
ment increase social heterogeneity. There is no doubt that high social heterogeneity exists in
urban environment, but it does not follow from this that social heterogeneity is a consequence
of urban environment. However, little attention has been given to causality and mechanism
on the association of urban environment and social heterogeneity. The purpose of this study
is to examine this mechanism with procedures of network analysis. Network analysis is based
on an assumption that social network have “constraining forces” toward human behavior and
thought. From this viewpoint, heterogeneity can be explained by property of social network.
Then, this paper builds up following four hypotheses; (1) As independent variable for account
of heterogeneity on social attitudes, network density is more appropriate than community size.
(2) Sparse network causes an increase in heterogeneity. (3) Community size leads to sparsity
of network. (4) Community size correlates with heterogeneity in ascribed attributes. It is
founded through statistical analyses that network density affects on heterogeneity. That is, it
seems appropriate to adopt these four hypotheses on the whole. The author concludes that
social heterogeneity is a consequence of sparse social network, and the relationship on urban
environment and social heterogeneity is spurious correlation by intervening network effect.
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