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BEICBITBRE YTy V— Y BEBEZADRIE

Study on the Problems with Adopting the Montessori Method
in the Republic of Korea

=3 kX
Lee Son Ok

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the reason why the Montessori Movement, which
occurred in the United States was not affected the Korean kindergarten in the early decades of
the twentieth century.

In this paper, the Ewha Kindergarten, which was established by the missionary from the
United States at that time, was researched on the following points:

(1) Educational activities of the woman’s Foreign Missionary Society

(2) Educational backgrounds of its teachers

The research reveals that (1) American missionaries established the Ewha Kindergarten
when the Montessori Movement fell into decline in the United States. (2) Many teachers at the
Ewha Kindergarten were graduates of the Teachers College, Columbia University, which
tended to harbor negative attitude towards the Montessori Method.

The Ewha Kindergarten adopted child-centered education which emphasized “free-play” and
activities for childrens by themselves despite the fact that the Montessori Method itself was
not introduced to the Kindergarten during the early stage.

I would say that the ideal of the Montessori Method was introduced through the Ewha
Kindergarten in regards to the children’s education whose basic idea lay in child-centered

education.
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