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A Heuristic Approach to the New Phases of Elderly Socialization

———A Consideration of Method and Perspective—

ZAN = SR T

Yasutsugu Ogura

The purpose of this article is, first, to recognize necessity of heuristic approach to the new
phases of elderly socialization, and next, to show the method and perspective of this approach.

This study begins by recognizing the socio-historical conditions surrounding elderly people
in Japan—conditions of increasing diversity in life styles and a breakdown of longstanding norms
—, that demand a heuristic approach to the new phases of elderly socialization. This article
examines the concept of “socialization” in the light of this situation, and reviews previous
studies from this standpoint. This methodological stance attempts to apprehend the subjective
side of an individual undergoing elderly socialization through the process of interpretation. The
life stories of these individuals are introduced as data to be investigated. It has been proven
that the interactionist perspective and the viewing of elderly people from the perspective of the
individual (personal community) are effective analytical perspectives.
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