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From Impeachment of “Oppression” to Theorizing of “Power”

——On Approach of Marcuse and Foucault——

Tk M R
Toyoki Hirabayashi

Herbert Marcuse shows that, in advanced industrial society, people are difficult to notice the
being of the oppression of their fundamental desire. He thought that the subject of the
oppression was the ruling class (persons). Acording to the theory of Marcuse, the ruling class
(persons) is also the subject of the power.

Michel Foucault thought that, in case the power was only the oppression, the power ought
to be too frasile, and that, because the power brought affermative results in the level of the
desire of people, the power was tough. According to Foucault, the power produces the
knowledge (savoir), so both the ruling class (persons) and the ruled class (persons) are based on
the knowledge (savoir).

But not only Marcuse but also Foucault criticizes the oppression of human beings by the
power, though, of corse, there are many differences between the theory of Marcuse and one of
Foucault. So, it is necessary Lo connect the theory of Marcuse and one of Foucault.

And then, I intend to describe a little how Foucault’s thought are advanced in modern

French social theory.
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