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Whose role is it anyway?: A Report of a Festival in
Wakayama Prefecture.

Hig B w*
Kiyoshi Umeya

The aim of this article is to describe an aspect of professional fishermen’s work in
their certain ritual (they are called okitto, literally meaning men in the offing, on the
contrary, those who engage the occupation except for fishing industory are called okado
meaning men on the land), Kouchisai in Wakayama prefecture, Without any verbal com.
munication, especially about schedule and role (division of labour), their ritual is performed
correctly in detail. And, they seem not to be interested in knowledge concerning why to
do a certain conduct, or who has to do such a practice taking responsibility, but in how
to do certain ceremonial action precisely, and in what to do as a process of rite appro-
priately. They say “"Utterly 1 don’t know why we have to perform like this, but | heard
the ways of these practices were ruled long ago, after the battle between Heishi and
Genji, the end of Heian era. We've just conducted by rule and will do according to this
tradition.” In contrast, in spite of their emphasis upon interest in authenticity, I stress that
the role and division of labour in the rites seem to be terribly slovenly. The chief of
the association of fishermen, which was age group, said, "who has time to spare is to
work.” The discourse shows us their ignorance of division of labour. Gilbert Ryle assert-
ed the distinction between “"knowing that™ and “knowing how", which has been cited by
many philosophers. Though the analysis of conversation, which provides us with an
epistemology, and leads us to be able to comprehend the process of constructive everyday
reality extensively, their tendency to practice without “knowing that” including the know-
ledge related to division of labour, and adherence to "knowing how” pertain to the way
of appropriate performance. These feature of conduct “taken for granted” in their ritual
force us take these tendencies for the rule of conduct of them, and absolutely, let them
not to present a question like “Whose role is it anyway ?” for their indifference to role to
a considerable extent, as a rule.
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