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This study deals with the “self-definition” of Japanese-Brazilians working in Japan from
a social psychological viewpoint. The results were analyzed utilizing the Social Identity
Theory established by Tajfel & Turner (1979). 23 Japanese-Brazilians were interviewed
in either Portuguese or Japanese or in both languages, regarding their Japanese language
ability, relationships with the Japanese community in Brazil, reasons for coming to Japan,
and social identities and the Japanese customs practiced in Brazil. As a result, 3 dif-
ferent “self-definition” patterns were found: “Brazilians”, “Brazilians and Japanese” and
“Wanderers”. Those who regard themselves as “Brazilians” seek the differences between
themselves and Japanese, no matter how trivial they are, On the other hand, people who
regard themselves as both “Brazilian and Japanese” try to find similarities between Bra-
zilians and Japanese. Also, people in the latter group often manipulate their social iden-
tities depending on the circumstances. Finally, those who regard themselves as “Wander-
ers” have many complaints about Japan and wish to be treated the same as Japanese in

Japan.
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