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Implications of the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Act 1990

iz 23 # i
Kaori Muto

This paper introduces the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 in UK which
is the most comprehensive and wide-ranging pieces of legislation on issues of reproductive
technologies in the world. The first priority of this acl was to establish the Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), which regulates certain research and
treatmenis of medically assisted reproduction: In Vitro Fertilisation, Artificial Insemination
by Donors, etc. Every centre treating human gametes and embryos has to be licensed on
its activities, so that British medical professionals must have their autonomy controlled
by HFEA.

Reviewing this Act, the author finds some points applicable to the Japanese situation.
Major indications are as follows: (1) We need a national ethics committee like HFEA in
Japan to solve bioethical issues. (2) The British leading principles for regulating reproduc-
tive technologies are “Child Welfarism” and “Flexibility”, which are different from those
of France and Germany. We should find our Japanese leading principle resulting from a
clearer policy making process. (3) The Japanese medical professions should become more
open to the public and more socialized in order that we may have a common agenda.
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