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Moral Education in Taiwan under the rule
of the Ch’ing Dynasty

—A preliminary study of the Sher’yi—

Fifl X 7
Wendy Chen

This study represents an attempt to understand the moral education in Taiwan under the
rule of the Ch'ing dynasty. By thorough examination of the sheng’yi, or “holy teachings”
on fundamental morality decreed by the succissive emperors of the Ch’ing dynasty, I dis-
covered that the sheng'yii of all courts since that of Yong Zheng, aiming to establish a
dictatorial monarchy, emphasized the concept of zhong (loyalty), or, in other words, the
patriarchal relationship between sovereign and subject, master and servant. In this way,
they were able to use sheng'yii as a mechanism for mantaining social order. Making use
of the provincial beaurocracy, those in power disseminated sheng’yii to Taiwan, where the
concept of zhong was used in governing the Taiwanese as well.

Furthermore, sheng’vii were conveniently adopted by the 2’ochii, the system of civil service
examiation. Moreover, sheng’'vii were introduced into Chinese folk religeons, thereby exert-

ing a powerful influence over the attitudes of Taiwan’s general population.
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