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BAHEECETAPHCETLVDOER
— L BEEFANLET  FEEEFAN—

Changing Models of ‘‘Self’’ in the Matured Society

—From the Consistency Models to the Contingency Models—

a8 F B\

Aret Twai

This paper focuses upon changing models of “self”, by reviewing the theories of “prolonged
adolescence”, not only from the psychological point of view but from the social structural
viewpoint.

In the industrial society, “consistency of self” was expected as a symptom of normally
matured persons, while “plurality and transiency of self” was considered to be a pathological
feature of “immaturity”. In the post-industrial society, which is safely called to be a
matured society, the value system of the society is getting more pluralistic and transient.
In the society of this kind, the self which has “plurality and transiency” has been widely
found among younger generation, and it was found that these characteristics could be a
facilitator to positively adjust to the changing and fragmented social environment of today.

This paper concludes that this “contingency of self” can not be necessarily pathological
but the important element of a newly emerging model of self in a more matured society
to come.
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