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““A Note on the Study of the Theory of Social Environment’’

2 kx ®&

Ken'icht Tominaga

The newly built "Faculty of Environmental Information” of Keio University assigned
me to give a lecture on a new subject “Theory of Social Environment”. Such a subject,
however, is not yet established among sociologists not only in Japan but also in the interna-
tional situations. This paper aims at a contribution to constitute a conceptual framework
for the study of this subject.

The *“social” environment meant here refers to the human groups, organizations and
communities such as family, firm, government, religious organization, village and city sor-
rounding human individuals. The theory of social environment is, therefore, not identical
with the recently proposed idea of “environmental sociology” in which the subject is pol-
lution of the “natural” environment.

But theory of social environment and environmental sociology, it seems, can converge to
each other, to the extent that the natural environment is no more simply “natural” but
processed by human technology, and that we can no more draw a clear line between
“natural” and “social” environment. Aggravated nowadays is not simply natural environ-
ment but social environment too. as is seen in the increase of the crime rate as well as
worsening of public peace in the urban environment of the western advanced countries.

There are at least four streams in which sociologists have so far dealt with the social
environment. The first stream is the microsociological analysis in the theory of social
action, in which the central thesis is that the individual personality is the product of
social environment. The other three streams are in the context of macrosociological
analysis. Among them the first is the social system theory, in which the social system is
conceptualized in terms of “boundary-maintaining” or “reduction of complexity” vis-a-vis
the environment; the second is the macrodynamic theory of social-environmental change
such as urbanization and industrialization, of which the theory of human ecology is one
of the possibilities; the third is the endeavor to measure the social-environmental change,
of which the social indicators are the typical instrument of the measurement of welfare.

In this paper the writer, by investigating each of these four streams, suggests that
sociology can approach to the social environment through analyzing interaction in terms
of microsociology on the one hand, and through analyzing adaptation of the social system
to the environment in terms of macrosociology on the other. Lastly, as a conclusion, he
suggests that sociology can relate “social” environment with “natural” environment by
developing the concept of “public media” of communication. This means that while each
social system makes the closed self-organizing world by developing its own “private” media,
it needs to break down these closed world through “public” media in order to prevent the
aggravation of their common natural environment. This can perhaps be the way to connect

 the theory of social environment with the environmental sociology.
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